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INTRODUCTION. 



The documeiits contained in the records which are 
here given of St. Mark's Chapel are copied from a 
quarto manuscript book of 350 pages, written by the 
Rev. J. T. Clarke, who was chaplain of St. Mark's for 
rather more than thirty-six years. They consist 
chiefly of copies from the originals in the ecclesiastical 
record ofl&ce, with some few from other sources. The 
book contains minute particulars of the various sub- 
scribers to the funds, as well as of the disbursements 
for the bmldings and purchase of the glebe lands, con- 
densed statements of which are here given. 

The different remarks which Mr. Clarke thought 
proper to make have his name or initials attached to 
them, and the editor has added others that he con- 
sidered necessary as explanatory, or to carry out a 
connected narrative. In the Isle of Man Charities 
1831, there is only an extract from the old register at 
St. Mark's, incorporated in the present account, which 
will be found to include every particular connected 
with the founding of this chapel of ease to Kirk 
Malew, as also the result of Mr. Clarke's exertions for 
so many years to render the living respectable for a 
minister of the church. The account has been brought 
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down to the time of Mr. Clarke's resignation, when the 
Eev. Thomas Henry Gill was appointed his successor. 

Amidst his various labours, and at a time when 
he was suflfering from a severe domestic affliction, Mr. 
Clarke found leisure to join in the editorship of the 
English and Manx Dictionary which was issued under 
the auspices of the Manx Society, and for which he 
was eminently qualified from his intimate knowledge 
of the Manx tongue. He was not only conversant 
from his youth with the colloquial knowledge of his 
native tongue, speaking it as perfectly as the English 
language, but was also, at the age of nineteen years, 
called upon by the ** Manx Society for promoting the 
education of the inhabitants of the Isle of Man 
through the medium of their own language,^' to trans- 
late for the press various tracts and other publications 
in the Manx dialect for the use of the schools. 

He moreover instituted in his native parish of 
Jurby two adult Manx schools, in which he personally 
taught 150 scholars until he had to remove to Castle- 
town to prepare for orders, and he afterwards officiated 
in the Established Church upwards of forty years, 
principally in his native tongue, by which he became 
more eminently qualified for such a work as the Manx 
Dictionary than any of his contemporaries in the 
diocese. It is to be regretted he was not allowed by 
the Council to correct the many inaccuracies which 
appear in the first part of that work, edited by the 
Eev. William Gill, as also others which have found 
their way into the second part of the same work, 
thereby rendering it less useful as a guide to the 
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enquiring scholar. It is but doing justice to Mr. 
Clarke to say that he expressed great anxiety to cor- 
rect those inaccuracies before the volume was bound, 
annexing them to the work as an errata; but he 
was overruled, and therefore it was issued from the 
press as a standard of the dialect, marred by its many 
deficiencies. 

After Mr. Clarke's retirement from St. Mark's he 
ofl&ciated as curate to the Eev. J. J. S. Moore, chaplain 
of the Mariners' Church at Swansea. On the 14th 
December 1875 he was presented by Samuel Holland, 
Esq., M.P. for Merioneth, to the district parish church 
of Caerdeon, Merionethshire, built by his steadfast 
friend the Kev. J. L. Petit, where, in his green old 
age, he at the present time resides, greatly respected 
by his parishioners. 

These records tell their own tale without further 
comment, and it is to be hoped will be an acceptable 
contribution to the ecclesiastical history of one of the 
chapels in the diocese of Sodor and Mann. 

WILLIAM HARKISON. 

Rock Mount, May 1878. 
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CHDECH NOTES-ST. MARK'S CHAPEL. 



The parish of Malew was in former times the most important 
in the Isle of Man ; in it was placed that stronghold of 
Danish power, Castle Eushen, erected in the tenth century by 
Gudrod, son of Orry, the celebrated King of Man, remaining 
in perfect preservation and usefulness at the present day, and 
now surrounded by the town of Castletown, the present 
metropolis of the island. At a distance of about two miles 
stand the venerable ruins of Kushen Abbey, founded in 1134, 
contiguous to which is the village of Ballasalla, with its 
picturesque cottages and fruitful gardens, and about a mile 
from this village is the pariah church, distant two miles from 
Castletown, 

The parish itself extends from Scarlet Head in the south 
to the Barrule mountain near the Foxdale mine in the north, 
and contains some of the best, as also some of the worst, land 
in the island, so diversified is the aspect of the country. In 
this mountain region, the face of the country is covered with 
granite rocks, some deeply imbedded in the swampy ground, 
while others lie exposed on the surface, extending to a consider- 
able distance into the low lands, forming that concomitant train 
of indigenous plants, while the granite of Dun Howe tinges 
- the face of the surrounding district with the purple heather, 
which is softened down by the limestone region of Balla- 
salla into the cheerful emerald green of that luxuriant district. 
It is now one hundred years since those inhabitants living in 
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the outlying mountainous districts of the parish — finding the 
great inconvenience of attending the service at their own parish 
church, arising in a measure from the great distance from 
their various homes, and rendered much more difSicult from 
the wretched state of the roads at that date, particularly 
during the long winter months, when they may be said to 
have been impassable to most of their families, while their 
children were entirely debarred from attending the parochial 
school — consulted together as to the best mode of remedying 
the evil and inconvenience. They determined to build a 
small chapel of ease in some suitable situation, and form an 
endowment for a chaplain and schoolmaster, as far as their 
limited means would permit. For this purpose they con- 
sulted with the Bishop, the Eight Eev. Mark Hildesley,^ the 
successor of the apostolic Bishop Wilson, who was so much 
delighted to find the people coming forward so energetically 
to help themselves, that he at once entered into their views, 
and promised to render them every possible assistance in his 
power, which he afterwards so nobly performed. 

The place selected for the chapel was on a piece of ground 
called Dreem-freaie, which was considered as the most con- 
venient for all parties, being within a mile of the united 
boundaries of three parishes, namely, Malew, Marown, and 
Santon. A part of each parish to, this day forms the nominal 
district of St. Mark's, claims a right by purchase to the pews 
of the chapel, the churchyard, and to the education afforded 
in the school ; and therefore have a just claim to a legitimate 
ecclesiastical parish, formed out of the three parishes, to prevent 
future disputes between the chaplain and the vicars of each 
respective parish. This is situate in what is called the Black 
Hill Quarter, a wild mountain district, for the most part then 
uncultivated, much of the land being covered with vast blocks 
of granite, which are strewed in every direction up to the 

1 He was Bishop of Sodor and Man from 1755 to 1772. 
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mountain top, with here and there a small: space which had 
been cleared and cultivated, and on which various homesteads 
had been erected, forming a pleasing contrast to the other- 
wise bleak and miserable appearance of the district at that day. 

It was near this that an old Danish rampart originally 
stood, called " The Black Fort," hardly a vestige of which now 
remains ; but the field in which it stood now forms part of 
the glebe lands belonging to St. Mark's Chapel, and which 
has been named after the writer who has rendered it renowned 
in Manx history in his Peveril of the Peak; being the spot 
where the interview between Julian Peveril and Alice Bridge- 
north, with her father Major Bridgenorth, took place, an 
extract from which may be here appropriately given. 

It was on an occasion when Julian Peveril had taken his 
fishing-rod in hand and betaken himself to the burn which 
takes its rise at the foot of Baroole mountain — in a curragh or 
turf bog called " Curragh ny-rouanee," so named from the 
frequent riotous broils amongst the surrounding mountaineers 
about the turf — and is supplied by some of the rivulets passing 
through the present glebe lands, that he came upon the 
locality of the Black Fort : — 

" It was a little green and rocky valley through which 
the brook strayed, very lonely, although the slight track of 
an unformed road showed that it was occasionally traversed, 
and that it was not altogether void of inhabitants ; as Peveril 
advanced still farther, the right bank reached to some dis- 
tance from the stream, leaving a piece of meadow ground, 
the lower part of which, being close to the brook, was entirely 
covered with rich herbage, being possibly occasionally irrigated 
by its overflow. The higher part of the level ground afforded 
a stance for an old house, of a singular structure ; with a 
terraced garden and a cultivated field or two beside it. In 
former times, a Danish or Norwegian fastness had stood here, 
called the ' Black Fort,' from the colour of a huge heathy 
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hill, which, rising behind the building, appeared to be the 
boundary of the valley, and to aflford the source of the brook. 
But the origirial structure had been long demolished, as, 
indeed, it probably only consisted of dry stones, ■ and its 
materials had been applied to the construction of the present 
mansion — the work of some churchman during the sixteenth 
century, as was evident from the huge stone-work of its 
windows, which scarce left room for light to pass through, as 
well as from two or three heavy buttresses, which projected 
from the front of the house, and exhibited on their surface 
little niches for images. These had been carefully destroyed, 
and pots of flowers were placed in the niches in their stead, 
besides their being ornamented by creeping plants of various 
kinds, fancifully twined round them. The garden was also 
in good order ; and though the spot was extremely solitary, 
there was about it altogether an air of comfort, accommoda- 
tion, and even elegance, by no means generally characteristic 
of the inhabitants of the island at the time. 

"With much circumspection, Julian Peveril approached 
the low Gothic porch, which defended the entrance of the 
mansion from the tempests incident to its situation, and was, 
like the buttresses, overrun with ivy and other creeping 
plants. An iron ring, contrived so as when drawn up and 
down to rattle against the bar of notched iron through which 
it was suspended, served the purpose of a knocker ; and to 
this he applied himself, though with the greatest precaution." 

We are tempted to continue the quotation a little farther, 
as it gives a description of the portrait of William Christian 
of Eonaldsway, who was executed at Hangoe Hill, near 
Castletown, on the 2d January 1662-3, for the betrayal of the 
island to the Parliament in 1651. The portrait is said to be 
still preserved in the family of Waterson of Ballanahow of 
Kirk Christ Eushen : — ^^ 

* This same portrait had been given by one of the family of Waterson to 
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" He passed through a little low-arched hall, the upper 
end of which was occupied by a staircase, and turning to the 
left, opened the door of a summer parlour, wainscoted with 
black oak, and very simply furnished with chairs and tables 
of the same materials ; the former cushioned with leather. 
The apartment was gloomy — one of those stone-shafted windows 
which we have mentioned, with its small latticed panes and 
thick garland of foliage, admitting but an imperfect light. 

" Over the chimney-piece (which was of the same massive 
materials with the panelling of the apartment) was the 
only ornament of the room, a painting representing an 
officer in the military dress of the Civil Wars. It was a 
green jerkin, then the national and peculiar wear of the Manx 
men ; his short band which hung down on the cuirass — the 
orange-coloured scarf, but, above all, the shortness of the 
close-cut hair, showing evidently to which of the great parties 
he had belonged. His right hand rested on the hilt of his 
sword, and in the left he held a small Bible, bearing the 
inscription, ^In hoc signo! The countenance was of alight 
complexion, with fair and almost effeminate blue eyes, and 
an oval form of face, one of those physiognomies, to which, 
though not otherwise unpleasing, we naturally attach the 
idea of melancholy and of misfortune."-^ 

the late Dr. Oswald for professional services, and by him given to Miss Thomas 
of Balla Cosnahan, near Peel, and is now in the possession of Samuel 0. Nelson, 
Esq. , M. D. , of Douglas, as custodian thereof. The papers and records connected 
with the trial of Wm. Christian are given in the Manx Society's Series, 
vol. xxvi. 

^J^Such is Sir Walter Scott's description of this locality ; but it was his 
brother, Mr. Thomas Scott, who lived many years in Douglas, who penned a 
small historical sketch by way of data for Sir Walter. Mr. Scott was guided by 
the information he could gather from the inhabitants of St. Mark's, especially 
the late coroner, John Callister, who was Mr. Scott's principal friend in that 
neighbourhood. Mr. Scott was so delighted with this mountainous district, 
that every summer he frequently conveyed his tent to the Black Fort, and 
accompanied with a host of juvenile friends as picnic parties, not only enjoying 
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After meeting to decide upon the best mode of pro- 
ceeding, it was deemed advisable to memorialise John Wood, 
Esq., the Governor-in-Chief of the island, for permission 
to solicit subscriptions within the isle for that purpose, as 
also the Lord Bishop for his assent, which will be best 
understood from the following copies of those docu- 
ments. 

To His Excellency John Wood, Esq., Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief of this island, etc. 

The Petition of Hugh Cosnahan and Thomas Fargher, 
Gentlemen, in behalf of themselves and many others 
of the Inhabitants of the Parish of Kirk Malew, 

Humbly sheweth — That the parish church of Kk. Malew 
being upwards of six miles distant from the places of residence 
of many of your petitioners, and upwards of four miles from 
most of them, your petitioners and families are rendered unable 
to attend the public worship of God in such manner as their 
duty and inclination dictate to them, nor have they a school 
for the education of their children nearer than three miles ; 
for remedy whereof your petitioners have applied to the Eight 
Eeverend Ordinary, praying his Lordship's permission to erect 
a chapel of ease and school-house at a place called Dreem- 
freaie ; the same being convenient for that purpose. But 
whereas so great a work as that proposed will be attended 
with a heavy expense, and that your petitioners purpose to 

themselves with aU kinds of sports and games, but amusing the whole neigh- 
bourhood, who resorted there in groups from every quarter. This information 
is from Callister himself, who was at that time the proprietor of the Black 
Fort and its adjacent appurtenances. Mr. Thomas Scott held a commission 
in the Edinburgh Volunteers when a young man, and was paymaster to the 
70th Regiment, in Canada, in 1812. 

The "Santon Burn/' which is mentioned, is nearly a mile and a half 
farther to the east than the stream near to the Bkck Fort. . - 
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apply for the aid and assistance of such well-disposed persons 
as shall be inclined to promote so good a work : 

Tour petitioners therefore humbly pray your Excellency's 
permission to solicit and collect the contributions of 
all well-disposed Christians within this isle, towards 
the purposes aforesaid: And your petitioners, as 
bound, shall pray, etc. 

Hugh Cosnahan. 
Thos. Fargher. 

On consideration of this petition, I do hereby authorise 
the pet^' or such other proper persons as shall be appointed 
by the Eight Eeverend Lord Bishop, to collect contributions 
from all well-disposed Christians within this isle, in order to 
carry on the necessary and laudable work therein mentioned. 

Given at Bishop'^ Court, 13th April 1771. 

John Wood. 

In Archi-Episcop. Anno Domini 1772. 

To the Eight Eev^- Father in God Mark, by divine permission 

Lord Bishop of Sodor and Mann, 

The humble Petition of several of the inhabitants of the 

Parish of Kk. Malew 

Sheweth — That the places of residence of many of your 
petitioners being upwards of six miles, and most of them up- 
wards of four from the parish church, they, contrary to their 
duty and inclination, are rendered unable, particularly in the 
winter season and all severe weather, to attend the public 
worship of God, by means whereof your petitioners, with 
hearts full of grief, cannot but lament the deplorable state of 
religion in said part of the parish, as their children and ser- 
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vants can but too seldom resort to their parish church for the 
purpose of being catechised or otherwise instructed in the 
principles of our holy religion, and the more to add to the 
weight of petitioners' distress, they have not a school nearer 
than three miles for the instruction and education of their 
children. 

That your petitioners, truly sensible of the spiritual wants 
of themselves, their children, and families, have applied to, and 
have reason to hope that several well-disposed Christians will 
contribute towards erecting a chapel of ease and schoolhouse 
in a place convenient for that purpose called Dreem-freaie. 

They therefore pray your Lordship's approbation and 
recommendation of so necessary and laudable work, to the 
honour of God, and promoting the welfare of many souls in 
the present and future generations ; and to that end that 
your Lordship would be pleased to appoint trustees as well 
for collecting contributions, as for carrying so great and good 
work into execution ; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
shall for your Lordship's eternal felicity pray, etc. 

Hugh Cosnahan, H.K. Nichle Harrison. 

Thos. Fargher. Wm. Bridson. 

Wm. Taggart. Matthias TaGgart. 

David Harrison. Christopher Bridson. 

John Harrison. Christopher Bridson, my x 

Christopher Bridson. David Harrison. 

John Kermod. John Cain, my x 

AND OTHERS. 

Appointment of trustees to collect subscriptions for 

St. Mark's. 

Having received his Excellency the Governor's approbation 
to the proposal of raising voluntary contributions agreeable 
to the prayer of the petition, 
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We do hereby accordingly think proper to appoint Mr. 
Hugh Cosnahan and Mr. Thos. Fargher trustees for collect- 
ing contributions, and erecting and finishing a decent and con- 
venient place for the worship of Almighty God, and likewise 
for building a commodious schoolhouse, in such manner and 
of such size as shall be advised by us. And we do heartily 
recommend this necessary and laudable work to all weU-dis- 
posed persons for their Uberal assistance towards carrying it 
into complete execution. 

Given under our hand and seal at Bishop's Court this 18th 
of April 1771, and of our consecration the sixteenth. 

Mark, Sodor & Mann. 

Having obtained the Lieutenant-Governor's consent to 
coUect contributions in the island, and the Lord Bishop's 
appointment of trustees for the same, they addressed them- 
selves to their Graces the Duke and Duchess of AthoU as 
patrons of the Church of Malew for their consent, and at once 
commenced to collect subscriptions to enable them to carry 
out their intentions ; they also secured a small portion of the 
Dreem-freaie for the Chapel, for the sum of three pounds three 
shillings, British currency, as appears by the deed of sale, 
dated 7th October 1771. 



To their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Atholl, 



i'l 



The Petition of Hugh Cosnahan and Thomas Fargher of 
the Parish of Malew in the Isle of Mann, in behalf 
of themselves and many others residing in the said 
Parish, 

Most humbly Sheweth — That the said parish of Malew, 
of which your Graces are the patrons, is not only populous but 
very extensive, yet aflfording but one church for religious 
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worship, situate in its extremity, by which means above four 
hundred of the inhabitants are obliged to travel, some six, 
others four and five, miles to attend their duty. That one 
only public school in the parish is, from its situation, subject 
to the like inconveniences. 

That your petitioners have long lamented the fate of them- 
selves, their children, and servants, in being almost destitute 
of the common and essential benefit of public worship and 
education, in the want of which they are peculiarly unhappy. 
And these are concerns so very momentous and interesting to 
your petitioners, that they are prompted to the endeavour of 
erecting and endowing by voluntary contribution a chapel of 
ease, together with a schoolhouse at a commodious place 
called Dreem-freaie for the above salutary purposes. 

To this end they most humbly solicit the countenance and 
encouragement of your Graces, not doubting your Graces* 
leave and acquiescence in so useful and necessary a wort. 

For which your petitioners will ever pray. 

Hugh Cosnahan, H.K 
Thos. Fargher. 



London, I7th May 1771. 

As far as we are concerned, as patrons of the church of 
Malew, we hereby signify our consent to 'the matter of this 
petition. Atholl. 

C. A^THOLL AND STRANGE. 

By a deed of sale, dated the 7th October 1771, a small 
portion of the Dreem-freaie estate was conveyed by Nicholas 
Taggart, and Mary his wife, for the sum of three pounds 
three shillings, British currency, unto Hugh Cosnahan of 
Ballakew and Thomas Fargher of Shenvalley, in trust, for the 
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erecting and building of a chapel of ease for the inhabitants 
of the parish of Malew. 

The setting quest of the lord's lands having duly viewed 
the same, settled thereon one farthing as the yearly rent of 
the same, 6th September 1772. 

Eecorded in the Seneschal's Office, Douglas. 

As soon as the site for the chapel was secured, prepara- 
tions were made for commencing the building, and a bond 
for a deed of endowment was drawn up and signed by the 
parties interested, also embodying the amount of fees to be 
paid to the chaplain, who was also to be the master of the 
school, for the instruction of the children resorting thereto. 
The amount of this first endowment was £21 : 7 : 6 per annum, 
which, with the school pence, was to form the chaplain's 
salary. Bishop Hildesley appointed Hugh Cosnahan of the 
Kew, and Thomas Fargher of Shenvalley, Esquires, the first 
trustees of the chapel, etc., and in case of death, the survivor 
to nominate and elect such person as he shall think proper to 
supply his place. 

Upon the completion of the chapel. Bishop Hildesley 
appointed the 23d day of June 1772 for its consecration, 
which appears to be almost his last public act, as he died on 
the 7th of December following. His contribution of £217 : 10s. 
towards the endowment evinced the great interest he took in 
this movement. 

The Eev. David Harrison was appointed chaplain. 

« 

Bond for a Deed of Endowment. 

Whereas the situation of the parochial church of the 
Parish of Kk. Malew is a great distance oflp from a number of 
the parishioners, and very inconvenient for the most part of 
the parish called the Black Hill quarter, and also some part 
of Bum quarter, to repair to church as often as their Chris- 
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tian duty should call them, and that a chapel of ease, with a 
school annexed, at a place called Dreeym-freaie, would be of 
great use and benefit to the present inhabitants and those of 
their successors : And forasmuch as by the representation of 
this matter to the Eight Eev. the Lord Bishop of this isle the 
greatest encouragement has been given by his lordship, by 
appointing Mr. Hugh Cosnahan of Kew and Thos. Fargher of 
Shenvalley as trustees, to collect contributions, and to cany- 
on the said laudable work, without any expense to the parish- 
ioners, save only as they are disposed to give' by their own 
free will and generous benevolence : And also by his lord- 
ship's great benefaction towards the building and endowment 
thereof, provided the several farmers, quarterland and intack 
holders, adjoining in that neighbourhood do, in proportion to 
their respective holdings, for the use and benefit of the seats 
or sitting-places, endow the said chapel with some yearly 
stipend or living to the ofi&ciating clergyman for the time to 
come, who is to teach a school for these subscribers, and to be 
paid, viz. — for children reading, per quarter one shilling and 
twopence; for reading and writing, one shilling and nine- 
pence ; for reading, writing, and arithmetic, two shillings and 
fourpence ; and for Latin, three shillings and sixpence : 

Therefore be it known unto aU men by these presents, 
that we whose names are hereafter subscribed, do, for the 
good and sufficient reasons aforesaid, and also for and in 
consideration of the seats of the said chapel at the rate of 
ten pounds for each seat, promise and engage in our respect- 
ive parts to endow and support the said chapel for the time 
being with such sum or sums of money as shall hereafter be 
respectively affixed to our names and marks, having it sever- 
ally in our option or choice to pay the same, or the interest 
thereof, yearly, at the rate of five pounds out of one hundred 
pounds, until it be convenient for us, and each of us, to pay 
the said principal sum affixed to our names respectively as 
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aforesaid. And in order the better to encourage this work 
immediately to proceed and to carry into execution, we, the 
said underwritten subscribers, and each of us on our parts, do 
respectively promise, and engage to .sign, seal, and execute, 
any further instrument or deed in writing, to bind ourselves, 
our heirs, and assigns, whereby to secure and charge the same 
upon our respective holdings and estates of lands and tene- 
ments until the said respective sums of money hereafter affixed 
to our names be fully paid and satisfied to the said trustees 
appointed by his Lordship towards the said endowment, for the 
use and benefit of the said officiating clergyman, who is to 
teach school for these subscribers and their heirs and succes- 
sors in the said seats, and to be paid as aforesaid for children 
—reading, per quarter one shiUing and twopence ; for reading 
and writing, one shilling and ninepence ; for reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, two shillings and fourpence ; and for Latin, 
three shillings and sixpence ; and this under the penalty and 
forfeiture of double the sums to our respective names, and 
each of as subscribed. In witness of which we have sub- 
scribed our several names and marks as follows, this 4th 
January 1772. 

The names and amount of their subscriptions are set forth 
in the schedule attached to the deed of consecration, 
dated 23d June 1772. 

Kirk Malew, June 16, 1772. 

Whereas their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Atholl, 
patrons of Malew, have given their consent to the building a 
chapel of ease in the said parish at Dreem-freaie for the con- 
veniency of some of thie parishioners, I, as vicar of Malew, as 
far as I am concerned, do hereby signify my consent to the 
same, provided the chaplain of .the said chapel make no in- 
fringements on the rights and privileges of the parochial 
church. Daniel Gelling, Vicar of Malew. 
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Appointment of Trustees to St. Mark's Chapel, by the Eight 

Eev. Bishop Hildesley. 

To all Christian people whom these presents may concern, 
grace, peace, and truth in Jesus Christ 

Whereas it hath pleased God to incline the hearts of 
sundry persons piously disposed to use their best endeavours, 
not only towards erecting an oratory or chapel of ease called 
St. Mark's Chapel, in that part of the parish of Kirk Malew 
called the Black Hill quarter, but also towards endowing the 
officiating minister of said chapel with the sum of twenty 
pounds by the year and upwards, towards his support and 
maintenance, arising from several benefactions and donations 
per schedule hereto annexed : Be it known unto all men, there- 
fore, by these presents, that we, Mark, by divine permission. 
Lord Bishop of Sodor and Mann (who have been chiefly con- 
cerned in promoting this good work), do hereby nominate 
and appoint Hugh Cosnahan of Kew, and Thomas Farghar of 
Shenvalley, gentlemen, trustees for the well securing or laying 
out to interest all benefactions and donations already contri- 
buted, as also for collecting and receiving whatever further 
sum or sums of money or other benefactions shall be contri- 
buted to the uses aforesaid, or appropriated to the aforesaid 
chapel : Giving and hereby granting unto the said trustees 
and thO' survivors of them full power and authority in the 
said concern, as also to elect and nominate, upon the death of 
one of them, such person or persons as the survivor of them 
shall think proper to supply his place or room : Ratifying, 
confirming, and allowing all and whatever shall be done and 
concluded upon by said trustees in the management of this 
trust, upon special confidence and trust nevertheless that they 
the said trustees shall yearly and every year pay and apply 
the clear amount, profits, or interests of the said trust-estate 
unto the chaplain of the said Chapel of St. Mark's aforesaid, 
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or. to such other uses and purposes as the same shall be 
appropriated by the donors or benefactors, saving always to 
ourselves and successors, bishops of this diocese, the right of 
electing, nominating, and collating the said chaplain. 

In testimony whereof we have subscribed our name and 
affixed our seal this 23d day of June 1772. 



Mark, Sodor & Mann, ^y 



Signed, and sealed, and delivered in presence of 

James Wilks, 
Hugh Cosnahan, H.K. 

Deed of Consecration of the Chapel of Ease of St. Mark's 

in the Parish of Malew, 1772. 

In the name of God. Amen. 

Whereas the parochial church of Kk. Malew, within our 
diocese, is situated four miles and upwards from a consider- 
able number of the parishioners residing and dwelling in those 
parts of said parish called and known by the names of the 
Black Hill quarter, and Bourn quarter, and that it has been 
found very inconvenient for them (especially in the winter 
season) to repair to the said church, for the necessary and 
comfortable purposes of divine worship, as well as for their 
children and servants to be instructed in the principles of our 
most holy religion so often as in duty they are bound : And 
inasmuch as it hath pleased God to put it into the hearts of 
several persons piously disposed to use their best endeavours 
towards erecting an oratory or chapel of ease in that part of 
said parish called Dreem-freaie, within the said Black Hill 
quarter : And the same good Providence having raised up 
several charitable benefactors (whose names, subscriptions, 
and donations are hereunto annexed), who, out of religious 
zeal for the glory of God and the spiritual welfare of the said 



16 CHURCH NOTES. 

inhabitants, have generally contributed, not only towards 
erecting the said chapel, but also towards endowing the 
officiating minister thereof with the sum of twenty pounds 
by the year and upwards, towards his support and main- 
tenance : 

And whereas the said inhabitants, by and with the appro- 
bation of His Excellency John Wood, Esq., Captain-General 
and Governor-in-Chief of this island and its dependencies, 
have collected sundry contributions and benefactions towards 
the said good work, and have by and with our consent, as 
also with the consent and approbation of their Graces the 
Duke and Duchess of Atholl, patrons of the said parish, and 
likewise of the Eev^- Daniel Gelling, vicar and incumbent 
thereof, proceeded to build an oratory or chapel of ease at 
the place before mentioned, decently and sufficiently provided 
with a communion-table, pulpit, reading-desk, seats, and 
other necessaries and conveniences properly belonging to 
divine worship, and have humbly requested us to consecrate 
the same : We therefore, Mark, by divine permission, Bishop 
of Sodor and Mann, by the blessing and favour of God, and 
in virtue of our episcopal authority, have proceeded and 
accordingly consecrated the said oratory or chapel with the 
cemetery adjoining, to the honour and service of Almighty 
God, and for all the holy offices, purposes, and uses to which 
all other oratories, chapels, and cemeteries have been and are 
set apart, according to the statutes, rights, and ceremonies of 
the Established Church of England, hereby publicly and 
openly declaring and pronouncing the said oratory or chapel 
with the cemetery adjoining to. be at all times hereafter 
separated and set apart from all profane and common uses, 
and dedicated to the honour and service of God, by the name 
of St. Mark the Evangelist's Chapel ; saving, nevertheless, and 
reserving to the mother church of Kk. Malew aforesaid, and 
the vicar thereof for the time being, aU accustomed dues. 
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privileges, profits, and emoluments ecclesiastical ; saving also 
to ourselves and successors Bishops of Sodor and Mann, the 
right of nominating and collating a proper and sufi&cient 
clerk or chaplain to said chapel, as also of visiting the same, 
and exercising aU such authority and jurisdiction relating 
thereto as appertain to our episcopal ofi&ce : And forasmuch 
as it hath been found by experience that many churches and 
chapels in this isle (being uniformly seated) have been ex- 
ceedingly abused and disordered by burying the dead therein : 
In order, therefore,, that such irregularities may be prevented, 
it is this day solemnly declared, ordered, and decreed, that rio 
manner of person or persons, upon any pretence whatsoever, 
shall presume to break the ground in order to inter any corpse 
within the said chapel, or within the space of one yard on the 
outside ; and if any person shall, notwithstanding this our 
decree, presume to break ground in the said chapel, or within 
the distance above said to the walls thereof, we enjoin that 
neither the chaplain nor other clerk shall in such case use the 
service for the burial of the dead, under the pain of the 
severest ecclesiastical censure, and that the corpse shall not 
only be removed, but the offending person also, for his con- 
tempt, be excommunicated. And it is also hereby further 
ordered that the said chapel and all things thereunto apper- 
taining be kept in decent repair from the benefactions of well- 
disposed persons until a proper and sufiScient fund shall be 
raised to that end and purpose, and that the same be collected 
and applied by the trustees of the said chapel, or the wardens 
thereof for the time being. 

And that this our Act may remain secure and be extant, 
we order that the same be lodged in our Episcopal Eegistry, 
and that a copy thereof be inserted in the registry belonging 
to said chapeL 

Given under our hand and seal at St. Mark's Chapel, 
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this twenty-third day of June one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-two, and of our consecration 
the seventeenth year. 



Mark, Sodor & Mann. 




(L.& 



Exd., R Brown, D,E.E. 



The Schedule referred to in the beforegoing Deed, namely, 
the Benefactions, Subscriptions, and Contributions, 
towards the support of the Chaplain. 



Principal. 



40 
30 
10 
10 



The Right Reverend Father in God, Mark, Lord 
Bishop of Sodor and Man . . £217 

John Quayle, Esq., Clerk of the Rolls, and Mrs. Margt 
Quayle his wife, the clear amount of the impro 
priaie offerings of Kirk Marown, computed at 

Mr. Hugh Cosnahan for his estates of Kew and 
MuUin-Arragher 

Thomas Fargher for Shenvalley and Tallo-vell 

Christn. Bridson for Ballavarvane . 

Christn. Bridson for Balla-Garey . 

Thomas Caine by consent of his guardians, Wm 
Leece and Thos. Curphey, for Raynshecant 

Wm. Taggart for Cordemon £10, or annually during 
life, ten shillings 

Henry Kermode for his Intack of Bwoiltyn-Rhennee 

Paul Bridson for his half of Clyrouyr 

John Callister for his quarter of Clyrouyr 

Nicholas Halsall for his quarter of Clyroujrr 

John Callister for Knock-Renny 

John Caine for Breck-woallee 

Wm. Fargher for Cooillcam 

Wm. Bridson for his part of Balla-Graujey 

John Bridson for Booill-Lhean 

John Bridson for Gibdell . 

Edmd. Kneen for his part of Balla-Graujey 

John Moore of Kk. Santon for Sulbrick 

Thos. Fargher of Kk. Santon for Balladoo 



10 



30 



10 
2 
5 
2 
2 
5 
2 
5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 











10 


10 
10 


10 


10 
10 
10 
10 

6 

6 










5 















8 
8 



Carryforward £394 3 4 



£394 


3 


4 


3 


6 


8 


; 2 


10 





; 2 


10 


'0 











5 








5 








10 








£427 


10 
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Brought forward 
Wm. Kinley of Kk. Santon for Ballahawin 
Robt. Creer of Kk. Santon for his part of Ballacorris 
John Harison of Kk, Santon for his part of Ballacorris 
John Harrison of BaUachrink 
John Clucas of Kk. Marown for Balla Nicholas 
John Cretney of Kk. Marown for Tollaby-Kermode 
Gaptn. Matths. Taggart for Cordeman 



Hxd., Joseph Brown, E.R 
From the Episcopal Eegistry, Kk. Michael. 

Warden's Oath. 

You shall swear truly and faithfully to execute the office 
of a warden within your chapelry, and according to the best 
of your skill and knowledge present such things and persons 
as to your knowledge are presentable by the ecclesiastical 
laws of this isle. 

So help you God, and the contents of this book. 

Wm. Taggart, 



^ ^ . Sworn wardens 

Christopher Bridson, 



.,} 



Sidesmen's Oath. 

You shall swear that you will be assistant to the church- 
wardens in the execution of their ofiSce, so far as by law you 
are bound. 

John Caine. 



'' I Si. 

[STER, ^ 



^ ^ Sidesmen. 

John Callister, 

June 24th, 1772. James Wilks, E.R 

Eoid,, R Brown, D.E.R 

From the Episcopal Eegistry, 
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Distribution of Pews in St. Mark's Chapel, 1773. 

A regulation of the several pews or seats in St. Mark's 
Chapel, in the parish of Kk. Malew, distinguishing the No. 
of each seat and names of the purchasers or proprietors of 
each seat, approved of and agreed to as well by the Et. Eev. 
Ordinary and the trustees or undertakers, as by the purchasers 
or proprietors, as in the arranged plan, as set forth, 16 th 
April 1773. 

Hugh Cosnahan, H.K. 
Thomas Fargher, Gent. 

Annexed to the within and foregoing account — 

Examd, per James Wilks, Episl. Eegistrar. 

Copied from the Old Eegister Book of Baptisms, etc., 

St. Mark's. 



Subscriptions and Benefactions towards the Building of St. 

Mark's Chapel, 1772. 

We whose names are here subscribed towards the building 
of a chapel in the parish of Malew, for the honour and service 
of Almighty God, do promise and engage the several sums 
annexed to our names as under; beseeching the divine 
goodness to accept the same, and to prosper the work in 
the hands of the undertakers, for the glory of God and the 
good of those many souls in the parish of Malew, who by 
reason of their distance from their church are in a great 
measure deprived of the opportunity of attending public 
worship. 

Mark, Sodor and Mann . . . £10 10 

John Quayle, the clear amount of the impropriate offer- 
ings of Kirk Marown, the chaplain assisting the 
vicar of that parish at Easter . . .330 
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George Moore 
Hester Hildesley 
James Wilks 
Daniel Gelling 



£2 


2 





1 


1 





1 


1 








10 


6 



Such was the commencement of the original subscription 
list, which was afterwards augmented as follows : — 

Subscrijptions. 

Total amount of subscriptions collected in the Isle 

ofMan and England . . . £274 6 10 J 

The Eevd. John Christian, Kk. Marown, towards a 

chaHce from the ladies of that parish . . 3 13 6 

Mrs. Anne Bridson, Douglas, a silver salver, a gift 

Balance due Hugh Cosnahan . . .268^ 



Manx 


.£280 


7 


1 


Disbursements, 








Purchase of the ground, etc., for chapel and yard 






from Nicholas Taggart 


£3 


13 


6 


Materials — timber, stone, etc. 


. 88 


14 


10 


Workmen — masons, carpenters, labourers, etc. 


. 100 


8 


oj 


Carriage of timber, stones, etc., from Peel and 








Douglas ..... 


. 30 


13 


8 

* 


Bell and Vane, etc. .... 


17 


9 


5 


Bible and prayer-book .... 


5 


7 


11 


Silver chalice and engraving 


4 


8 


8 


Silver salver from Mrs. Anne I^ridson, Douglas 











A flagon .... 











Sundi'y expenses .... 


23 


17 


Hi 


Repairing roads 


5 


13 


1 




£280 


7 


1 



16th April 1773, Hugh Cosnahan. 

Thos. Fargher. 



Examined by Jas. Wilks, 

Episl. Registrar. 
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Upon the completion of the chapel, the trustees turned 
their attention to the erection of a parsonage-house and school, 
as also to the purchase of some adjoining land to form a glebe 
for the chaplain. In this they were most nobly seconded by 
Mrs. Hester Hildesley, sister to the late Lord Bishop, who 
contributed for that purpose £285 : 16 : 8 Manx, the whole of 
the particulars of which are annexed to the Old Eegister Book 
of Baptisms and Funerals belonging to St. Mark's, a summary 
of which is hereafter given. 

The first land purchased for that purpose was the fourth 
part of the estate of Cly-rouyr from Nicholas Halsal and wife, 
for £126 : 4 : 6 Manx, in January 1775. The next was a field, 
called Cooil Shenn, adjoining the before -mentioned, being 
part of the estate of BaUa-garey, from Christopher Bridson 
and others, for £56 Manx, in 1777. And a portion of Cly- 
rouyr, belonging to Paul Bridson and wife, for £102 : 7 : 10 
Manx, in 1782 ; making in the whole the sum of £284 : 12 : 4 
Manx, for the purpose of a glebe for the chaplain of St. 
Mark's. 

The boons and services mentioned in these deeds were 
certain rights belonging to the lord proprietor under the 
denomination of carriage services, which, by Act of Tynwald, 
1645, it appears the tenants and inhabitants of the island had 
to perform in the buUding or repairing any of the lord's forts 
or houses in the island by the service of themselves in 
person, or by the service of some sufl&cient and able labourer. 
Certain persons were exempt from these carriage services- by 
custom, as the keys, the captain of the parish, and other 
oflScers of the militia, the coroners, moars, lockmen, the 
warden of the watch, the horsemen, and the overseers of 
the high roads. The moar was the person who summoned the 
parties to labour, or collected the payment in lieu thereof. 
Soon after 1773 the payment of carriage services fell into 
disuse, and about 1777 they ceased to be demanded. The 
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horsemen were the persons appointed in each parish to attend 
the governor with arms to St. John's Chapel on a Tynwald day. 

It may be interesting to record here the rate of wages 
paid to workmen on the building of the chapel, parsonage- 
house, etc., taken from the full account of disbursements as 
kept by the trustees — carpenters and masons received one 
shilling per day, labourers 7d., and cartage 2s. 4d. a day, Manx. 

A short abstract of the deeds of these various purchases 
is here given ; also a statement of the subscriptions and dis- 
bursements passing over a series of years. The foundation of 
the schoolhouse was laid on the 8th of August 1774 

Deed of Sale of Cly-rouyr for a Glebe for St. Mark's. 

This estate was conveyed by Nicholas Halsal and Margerey 
Halsal, his wife, of Cly-roujrr, unto Hugh Cosnahan of Balla- 
kew and Thomas Fargher of ShenvaUa, trustees of St. Mark's 
Chapel and School, for the sum of £126 :4 : 6 Manx currency, 
under date 3d January 1775. 

The lord's rent on this property was fixed by the setting 
quest at one shilling and ninepence. Confirmed at the Baron's 
Court 26th May 1775. 

Eecorded in the Seneschal's Ofiice, Douglas. 

Deed of Sale of Ballagarey for a Glebe for St. Mark's. 

This portion of the estate, called Cooil Shenn, was con- 
veyed by Christopher Bridson senior, and Christopher Bridson 
junior, and their wives, unto the same trustees of St. Mark's 
Chapel, for the sum of £56 currency, under date 21st May 
1777. 

The setting quest of the abbey lands apportion the sum 
of one shilling and twopence as the yearly rent of the said 
land, 12th May 1779. 

Eecorded in the Seneschal's Ofl&ce, Douglas, 21st May 1779. 
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Deed of Sale of Cly-rouyr for a Glebe for St. Mark's. 

A portion of this estate was conveyed by Paul Bridson 
and Jane Bridson, his wife, unto Hugh Cosnahan, trustee of 
St. Mark's Chapel, for the sum of £102 : 7 : 10, currency of 
this isle, under date 12th November 1782. 

Confirmed at a Baron Court in BallasaUa, 28th May 1788. 

Eecorded in the Seneschal's Office, Douglas. 

Simdry Benefactions towards erecting a Parsonage-house, a 
Schoolhouse, and other conveniences for the benefit of 
the Master, near St. Mark's Chapel, 1774-1784. 

Benefactions and Subscriptions, 

Sundry subscriptions £7 15 9 

1772 Eight Revd. Mark, Lord Bishop 

of Sodor and Man . .£200 
Do. One year's tithes of Kk. 

Lonan . . . . 17 10 



217 10 



1774 Mrs. Hester Hildesley, sister to 

the Lord Bishop, per the Rev. 

James Wilks, Vicar-Genl. . £175 
1778 Do. per Hugh Cosnahan . 93 6 8 

1782 Do. Do. 17 10 



285 16 8 



Manx £511 2 5 
Disbursements, 

1773 Balance of building chapel due H. Cosnahan £2 6 8J 

Land purchased for a glebe from — 
1775 Nicholas Halsal of Cleigh-rouyr £126 4 6 
1777 Christr. Bridson, Ballagarey . 56 
1782 Paul Bridson, Cleigh-rouyr . 102 7 10 



284 12 



1774- "j Building parsonage-house, schoolhouse, 

1783 j and other work at St. Mark's . . 151 15 6^ 

Balance in hand of Hugh Cosnahan . . 72 7 10 

Manx £511 2 5 

Hugh Cosnahan. ^ 



^/m 
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St. Mark's Chapel — Parsonage and Schoolhouse, Glebe, etc. 

Total expense of St. Mark's Chapel, chapel-yard 

and schoolhouse-green, with Books, etc. etc. . £280 7 1 

Total expense of schoolhouse, parsonage-house, 
glebe, etc. etc., including balance in hand of 
£72:7:10 £511 2 5 



Manx . £791 9 6 



Reduced to British currency is . £678. 8 1| 

The Chapel of St. Mark's, Chapel-Yard, and a part of the 
Green usually, but improperly, called the Fair Ground, the 
schoolhouse, glebe, and parsonage-house, had subscribed 
for them in the whole the sum of £678 : 8 : 1 J British cur- 
rency, which sum founded the chapelry, and left a balance 
of £62 : : 9 British, to be put to interest for the benefit of 
the chaplain, and out of the above sum of £678 8 1| 

Bishop Hildesley contributed £196 18 6J 
His sister „ 246 llj 

442 19 6 



Contributed by the public . . . £235 8 7^ 

The above instance of zeal in the cause of religion is 
worthy the character of a Bishop and the sister of a Bishop. 

The whole of the before-written account of St. Mark's is 
copied from a Eecord Copy from the Episcopal Eegistry an- 
nexed to the old Eegister Book of Baptisms and Funerals 
belonging to St. Mark's, by John Thomas Clarke, Chap- 
lain. 



26 CHURCH NOTES. 

Memorandum on the first page of the Old Eegister Book of 

Baptisms at St. Mark's. 

Eeceived of the Eevd. Philip Moore, Kector of Kk. Bride, 
and Chaplain of Douglas, a sett of the Great and Good 
Bishop Wilson's Works in 2 vols., being the gift of his son, 
Dr. Wilson, and the first-fruits of an incipient library for the 
use of St. Mark's Chapel per me, 

^ ,, J David Harrison, Chaplain. 

May the Holy Spirit dispose my heart to attend to the 
doctrine contained in the above volumes, and grant me grace 
to preach the gospel, with the zeal of a true, humble, and an 
affectionate pastor, I humbly beg of Thee, God, for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

The above volumes of Good Bishop Wilson's Works in 
2 vols., which were given by the Eev. Philip Moore, being the 
gift of Dr. Wilson to the chapel of St. Mark's during the 
incumbency of the Eev. David Harrison, chaplain, are lost 
and gone, 1821. 

Certified by me, William Duggan, Chaplain, 

The above Eevi David Harrison was the first chaplain 
appointed to St. Mark's Chapel in the year 1772, and the 
Bevd. Wm. Duggan dates his certificate in 1821, being a 
difference of forty-nine years, and when we consider that most 
of the chaplains in the interim were unmarried men, having no 
proper place of residence on the glebe, it is no wonder that the 
above valuable works were lost. John Thomas Clarke. 

The balance-sheet, giving an account of the various pur- 
chases and buildings, has been brought down to 1784, some 
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twelve years from the foundation of the chapeby, in which 
time the income of the chaplain had been permanently raised 
from about £20 per annum to £30, and at this rate it appears 
to have continued for the space of forty-three years, without 
any attempt to increase its revenue, or apparently to improve 
the fabric, which must have gradually continued to deteriorate. 
It is in vain we look for the name of the noble proprietor of 
the island's revenue among the list of contributors to the 
building of the chapel, or for the cause of education of the 
poor children of the district, although he had given his con- 
sent to the prayer of the memorial addressed to him in 1771. 

During these forty-three years there had been twelve 
chaplains, but the lowness of the stipend and the inadequate 
accommodation provided were indeed inducements for the 
various young men who had been appointed to this cure (I 
had almost said living) to look out as speedily as possible for 
a better. At length one was appointed, with energy sufficient 
to found a bishopric, if his will had been directed that way ; 
but even he at times felt depressed with the magnitude of 
the work before him, and the resources he had to deal 
with. At the time of Mr. Clarke's appointment, in 1827, the 
buildings ^nd the land appeared to be in a deplorable estate, 
but that is best told in his own way hereafter. 

It was intended here to record an account of one of the 
early chaplains, John Gell, from a MS. journal in his own 
handwriting, as it gives a curious detail of the vicissitudes of 
those brought up to a seafaring life, and the great hardship 
that had to be endured in a time of war at that day, as well 
as the oppressing duties of the system that was then tolerated, 
— the press-gang, as it was called. It is, however, considered 
that one of the volumes of the Miscellany series of the Manx 
Society would be more appropriate for its insertion. 
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Observations relative to St. Mark's. 

The following graphic description of St Mark's, at the 
time Mr. Clarke took possession of the incumbency, is given 
in his own words : — 

Never was a clergyman of the Church of England 
appointed to a more deplorably wretched situation in the 
church than that at St. Mark's. The chapel itself had never 
been comfortably finished. The ground-floor of the chancel, 
of the aisle, and the pews, was made of clay instead of wood. 
The gallery remained unceiled, and admitted the dust between 
the boards of its flooring upon the heads of those who sat 
under its roof. There had never been any paint used on the 
interior of the chapel to make it a decent place of worship. 
There were but few doors to the pews, and with the exception 
of two or three of them, they had neither desks nor kneeling- 
boards. 

The whole of the revenue of the chapelry did not exceed 
thirty pounds per annum, which arose from pew rent in the 
chapel, and the interest of about sixty-two pounds British of 
surplus money of the original building-fund raised by Bishop 
Hildesley, which amounted together to about ten pounds per 
annum. The remainder was annual-rent of the glebe, and 
such a glebe ! 

^ The parsonage-house, erected on the ruins of an old cottage, 
the dampest and most unhealthy site which could be selected 
on the glebe, consisted of three rooms in length on the ground- 
floor, with a loft on it from end to end, having the bare roof 
exposed to view in the bed-rooms from one gable to the other. 
One-third of this building, burlesquely termed a parsonage- 
house, was converted into a cowhouse, the loft of which was 
used as a hayloft. So infested was the whole building with 
rats, that its walls were burrowed from the foundation to the 
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eaves ; consequently the gables bulged considerably out of 
perpendicular line, and the side-walls were crazy and full of 
fissures. A pail of water poured into the rat holes on the 
loft of the bed-rooms would freely flow down through the 
side walls and come out on the ground-floor at the foundation. 
The stench admitted from the cowhouse into the parlour so- 
called was insufferable. One comfort existed — there was no 
want of spring water, inasmuch as with high springs, there 
was one emitting its current out of the sunken hole for ashes, 
along the kitchen fireside at the east gable, and out of the 
west gable a powerful stream flowed perpetually out of a rat- 
hole in its foundation. 

As to the glebe, it had never been attempted to be culti- 
vated. It was a parcel of mountainous waste land, covered 
with heath and gorse, plentifully supplied with spring water, 
and abounding in huge granite rocks. The gentlemen who 
had been appointed to this chapelry, with the exception of 
three, the Revds. David Harrison, John Gell, and my pre- 
decessor, Wm. Duggan, were unmarried men who lived where 
they best could whilst in this kind of stepping-stone to pre- 
ferment, until they were removed to a more tolerable situa- 
tion in the church. The Eev. Wm. Duggan was the only 
chaplain who had a large family who resided in the glebe 
house. Fortunately for him, he was the only child of a 
widowed mother, whose circumstances were such as to enable 
her to share her affluence with her son, and preserve his 
numerous family from starvation, but could not enable him 
to cultivate his glebe. 

The chapelry thus passed from one incumbent to another, 
from the year 1772 to 1827, without any attempt being made 
to augment its revenue, or to elevate it by any means to the 
scale of respectability. On my appointment to such a situa- 
tion as this, the feelings of my mind may be more easily con- 
ceived than truly felt. The first temptation which presented 



30 CHURCH NOTES. 

itself to my mind was to relinquish the church for ever, and 
to turn my attention to secular business for the support of my 
wife and three children. But God ordained it otherwise, and 
overruled the temptation to the benefit of St. Mark's, and I 
hope to the glory of His own Great Name. 

In the midst of melancholy reflection, but under the influ- 
ence of a prayerful frame of mind for wisdom to direct me, I 
became solemnly impressed with the conviction, that desert- 
ing the Church of God would be a dereliction of duty which 
would haunt my mind with awful forebodings of futurity, and 

pL.t ^y dyingV»w with ^.c^ciating^Ul. I L^ 

from my reveries and determined in the name of God to 
attempt the augmentation of my living, by soliciting subscrip- 
tions from a Christian public to erect a new parsonage-house 
and to cultivate my glebe lands. I reversed the text, " Be- 
hold how great a matter a little fire kindleth," to my own 
advantage, and from it beUeved that great results frequently 
arose out of smaU beginnings. 

I reflected, situated as I was, even if I did fail in such a 
laudable design, that the world at large would sympathise 
with me. At all events, I believed that God, in the hollow 
of whose omnipotent hand man, and the purposes of man, are 
safely lodged, would "go before me and make the crooked 
paths straight, would break in pieces the gates of brass, and 
cut in sunder the bars of iron." That He would say to St. 
Mark's as He did to the City of Judah, " Thou shalt be built, 
and I wiU raise the decayed places thereof." Under this im- 
pression I communicated my thoughts to my much-lamented 
friend the late Bishop Ward, and by his encouragement and 
under his auspices I commenced. 

The sequel of this history of St. Mark's constrains me to 
acknowledge the goodness and power of God, and to declare 
my firm belief that my success has been from the • " Lord 
that maketh all things." J. T. C. 



ST. mark's chapel. 



31 



Total amount of Kevenue belonging to the Chapelry of 

St. Mark's, a.d. 1827. 

16 Pews at lOs. Manx per pew 

42 Acres of glebe land, let at . 

Balance of subscription money, £72:7: 10, secured 

by bond and mortgage on the estate of Balla 

Kissack in Santon, at 6 per cent . . 
Impropriate offeriDgs of Marown 



Lord's rent 
Abbey Kent 
Prescription 



Manx 



Manx 

British 
£0 3 7 
1 2 
11 

£0 5 8 British 



£8 








23 








4 


6 


10 


1 


10 





£36 


16 


10 


£31 


11 


7 



4 10 



Net income 



£31 6 9 



KB, — The offerings of Kk. Marown of £1 : 10s. per annum 
are now lost to St Mark's. Cordeman Pew was overlooked for 
many years, although in the original bond. It was restored 
in 1848. 

License to the Eev. John Thomas Clarke as Chaplain of 

St. Mark's. 

On the 29th of July 1827, 1 was requested by letter from 
Bishop Murray, who was then about to be translated from this 
Diocese to the See of Eochester, to take charge of the spiritual 
duties of St. Mark's, and its school, and as soon as our newly 
appointed bishop, the Eight Eeverend William Ward, was 
settled down in this Diocese, I received the annexed license. 

J. T. 0. 



Whereas the curacy of St. Mark's, a chapel of ease in the 
parish of Malew within our diocese, hath become vacant by 
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the removal of the Eev. William Duggan to the parish of 
Marown, we therefore do hereby nominate, constitute, and 
appoint the Eev. John Thomas Clarke in and to the said 
chaplainship or curacy, and invest him with all and singular 
the rights, members, and appurtenances to the same belonging. 
In testimony whereof we have caused our seal Episcopal to be 
hereunto affixed, and have subscribed the same this 27th of 
October in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight, and in the first year of our consecration. 

. W., SoDOR & Mann. 

First Operations for the Improvement of St. Mark's. 

At the first vestry held at St. Mark's Chapel (after my 
appointment), on the 7th of April 1828, 1 moved and obtained 
a resolution for a new Manks Bible for the use of the chapel, 
and also a new register book, in which I copied the whole of 
the baptisms and funerals contained in a little insignificant 
and mutilated register book, so tattered that it could be 
scarcely rebound ; I also got the other chapel books' bound 
anew. 

I then commenced the cultivation of the glebe with more 
ardour ; I erected at my own expense a new back kitchen -to 
the old house, having the summer previously built a new barn 
and a cowhouse, and converted the former cowhouse into a 
stable. J. T. C. 

In order to improve the convenience of the glebe lands, 
an exchange of road was effected with the adjoining pro- 
prietors, John Callister of Shenn-valley, and Esther Callister of 
the Cleigh-rouyr ; and a deed was passed on the occasion, by 
the aforesaid, and the Eev. John Thomas Clarke, and the 
trustees of the Chapel, setting forth the boundaries of the said 
road, dated 19th November 1828. 
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Petition of the Eev. John Thomas Clarke for leave to 
pull down the old Dwelling-house at St. Mark's 
Chapel, and rebuild the same. 

In At. Epis., A.p. 1828. 

To the Eight Eeverend Father in God, William,* by 
divine permission Lord Bishop of the Diocese of 
Sodor and Mann ; 

The humble Petition of the Eev. John Thomas Clarke, 
Chaplain of St. Mark's Chapel, in the Parish of 
Malew, 

Sheweth — That on or about the year of our Lord 1771, 
some of the inhabitants of the parish of Kirk Malew, whose 
places of residence were from four to six miles distant from 
the parish church, petitioned Bishop Hildesley and his Excel- 
lency Governor Wood for liberty to raise voluntary contri- 
butions for the purpose of erecting a chapel of ease and 
schoolhouse at Dreem-freaie in the said parish. 

That leave was accordingly granted them, and a chapel 
erected, with the consent and approbation of their Graces the 
Duke and Duchess of AthoU, then patrons, and of the Eev. 
Daniel Gelling, then vicar of said parish of Malew. 

That the aforesaid Bishop Hildesley also nominated and 
appointed Hugh Cosnahan of Kew and Thomas Fargher of 
Shen-valley, gentlemen, trustees of the said chapel, with full 
power and authority to act as such, and also to elect and 
nominate, upon the death of one of them, such person as the 
survivor of them should think proper, to supply his place or 
room. 

That the present trustees are Daniel Kinnish and John 
Bridson, Esquires. 

That on the representation of the trustees and chaplain of 
said chapel to the Eight Eev. the Lord Bishop of this diocese, 

* William Ward, D.D., appointed Bishop in 1827, died 26th January 1838. 

D 



34 CHURCH NOTES. 

and with his lordship's approbation and consent, alterations 
and improvements have from time to time been made in the 
said chapel and glebe. 

That your petitioner begs leave to represent to your Lord- 
ship that the dwelling-house belonging to the said chapelry is 
at present in so dilapidated a state as to require to be pulled 
down and rebuilt. 

That the sum received for dilapidations, and the subscrip- 
tions which your petitioner has collected and expects to 
receive from piously-disposed persons through your Lordship's 
diocese, are, he trusts, sufficient to build a new house, using 
such of the old materials as are fit for the purpose. 

May it therefore please your Lordship to allow your 
petitioner, with the consent of said trustees, to pull 
down the present dwelling-house, with a small bam 
and cowhouse or shed, and rebuild the same in a 
more convenient situation, and also to alter the road 
leading to the dwelling-house, for which latter altera- 
tion your petitioner has already obtained the consent 
of the trustees, as also of John Callister and Esther 
Callister, widow, as by the prefixed deed duly at- 
tested before a magistrate will more fully appear. 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever 
pray, etc. etc. John Thomas Clarkk 

Ordered that the foregoing petition do come on to be 
heard before our vicars-general at a special consistory court 
to be holden at Kk. Michael on Thursday the 18th instant. 
And hereof the trustees of St. Mark's Chapel to have due 
notice. And our vicars-general to report to us if the prayer 
of the petitioner ought to be granted. 

Given at Bishop's Court this 11th of December 1828. 

W., SoDOR & Mann. 
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At a Consistory Court holden at Kk.-Michael, 
18th December 1828. 

We are of opinion that the sumner of Malew ought to 
convene a jury of two masons and two carpenters to view the 
premises in this petition mentioned, and report whether the 
same are worthy of being repaired or not. 

John Nelson. 
Benjamin Philpot. 

Ordered that the buildings belonging to the chapelry of 
St. Mark's in this petition mentioned be viewed by four sul- 
ficient workmen — ^viz. two masons and two carpenters — who 
are to be sworn on the premises by the sumner of Malew or 
St. Anne ; and said jury to examine whether the said buildings 
are in so dilapidated a state as to render it absolutely neces- 
sary to pull them down, and rebuild the same on some part 
of the said glebe ; and the said jury to return their verdict to 
our vicars-general. 

Given at Bishop's Court this 18th day of December 1828. 

W., SoDOR & Mann. 

We, the undersigned, having been sworn by order of the 
Lord Bishop of this diocese, to inspect and examine the old 
mansion-house of St. Mark's, in the parish of Kk. Malew, 
have executed said order, and do give it as our verdict in the 
premises that it is so dilapidated and insuflBcient that it ought 
to be thrown down. — As witness our names and subscriptions 
this 19th December 1828. 

Thomas Gelling, Mason. 
John Creer, my X mark. Mason. 
William Kissack, House Carpenter. 
John Kissack, House Carpenter. 

The above verdict returned on oath 19th December 1828. 

John Nelson. 
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Order to pull down the Dwelling-House, etc., at 

St. Mark's. 

Having duly considered the prayer of the before-going 
petition, the report of our vicar-general, the order for a jury 
to view and report on the said buildings, with the said jurors' 
verdict, all which proceedings have been carried on with the 
knowledge, approbation, and consent, not only of the peti- 
tioner, but also of Daniel Kinnish and John Bridson, Esqs., 
trustees of said chapel, we do also approve of the same, and 
do hereby give our consent, sanction, and authority for pulling 
down the present mansion or dwelling-house, with the barn, 
cowhouse or shed, in this petition mentioned, and for rebuild- 
ing the same, with a stable, etc. etc., in a more convenient 
situation. And we do also hereby authorise and empower 
the petitioner to alter the road leading to the dwelling-house 
of said chapelry, and to which, as appears by a duly attested 
deed hereunto annexed, the petitioner has obtained the consent 
of John Callister and Esther Callister, the other parties 
interested therein. And we do also desire our registrar, " in 
perpetuam rei memoriam," to record this petition and orders 
thereon in the Episcopal Eegistry, with the other papers 
relating to the chapelry of St. Mark's ChapeL 

Given at Bishop's Court this 20th of December 1828. 



W., SoDOR & Mann. 



Copied from the Epis. Eegr., J. T. C. 
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Petition to the Lord Bishop for leave to solicit Sub- 
scriptions to erect a New Glebe-house at St. Mark's. 

To the Eight Eeverend Father in God, William, by 
Divine permission Lord Bishop of Sodor & Mann, 

The humble Petition of the Chaplain and Trustees of 
St. Mark's Chapel, in the Parish of Malew, Isle of 
Mann, 

Sheweth — That your petitioners did, on the 11th of 
December, present their memorial to your Lordship, stating 
the deplorable state of dilapidation into which the glebe- 
house of St. Mark's had fallen. 

That your Lordship was graciously disposed to take the 
same into consideration, to order your vicars-general to give 
their opinion on the subject in your Consistorial Court. 

That by their advice a jury of two house carpenters and 
two masons were impannelled to examine said premises, and 
that said jury condemned said houses on St. Mark's glebe as 
incapable to be put into a proper state of repair. Consequently 
that your Lordship gave your petitioners full power to pull 
down said buildings, and to erect a new parsonage-house on 
a more convenient site on said glebe of St. Mark's, together 
with aU other buildings and improvements as your petitioners 
may think absolutely requisite for the comfort of all succeed- 
ing chaplains, and the proper cultivation of St. Mark's 
glebe. 

That the whole of the annual revenue of said chapelry, 
not exceeding thirty pounds British, if totally laid aside for 
the purpose of effecting the above improvements, would not 
enable the chaplain for many years to accomplish the object 
in view. 

That consequently the inhabitants generally in the neigh- 
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bourhood of St. Mark's being much attached to their chaplain, 
and feeling a deep sympathy for himself and his family under 
their distressed circumstances, have engaged to perform a 
considerable proportion of manual and horse labour necessary 
for the intended new buildings. 

That many other benevolent Christians have kindly con- 
tributed towards the desired improvements at St. Mark's, but 
your petitioners conceive it absolutely necessary, in order to 
accomplish their object fully, to 

Pray that your Lordship may be pleased to sanction their 
proceedings by a contribution, and by permission to 
appeal to the population of your Lordship's diocese 
generally, in the same manner as the first trustees 
of St. Mark's did, to erect the chapel, and to purchase 
the glebe. And for the most trifling proof of your 
Lordship's good will and approbation, your peti- 
tioners will ever pray for your temporal and eternal 
good. 

John Thomas Clarke, Ckaplain, 
John Bridson, 
Danl. Kinnish. 



> Trusteea, 



This 20th December 1828, approved of, and recom- 
mended to all Christian friends in this diocese and 
elsewhere, the 20th Dec. 1828. 

W., SoDOR & Mann. 
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Subscriptions for a New Parsonage-house at St. Mark's, 

1829-30. 

The Eight Rev. the Lord Bishop Ward 

The insular clergy ...... 

Eev. Mr. Duggan for dilapidations of old mansion- 
house ....... 

Commissioners of Woods and Forests 

The Hon. Lieut.-Govemor Smelt 

Sundry insular subscriptions .... 

Stones, etc., of old mansion, estimated at . 



Subcriptions for sundry offices at St Mark's, viz., 
stable, cowhouse, bam, cart-house, shed, etc. 
The Eight Eev. the Lord Bishop 

Ward £5 

Grant from the Woods and Forests 30 
Sundry subscriptions . . 1 10 

Materials of old house, estimated at 29 10 



£5 








23 


8 


6 


20 








10 


10 





2 








86 


7 


6 


10 


13 


8 


£157 


19 


8 



66 



£223 19 8 
Balance due the chaplain . 45 2 10 



Nov. 1830. £269 2 6 



Disbursements. 

Total expenditure on the new parsonage-house £184 10 
„ on the stable, cowhouse, barn, etc. 84 12 6 



Nov. 1830. £269 2 6 



Bishop Ward's Certificate as to the New Parsonage. 

Bishop's Court, 16th Sept. 1830. 

I hereby certify to the inhabitants of the island, that I 
have recently visited the Chapel of St. Mark's in the parish 
of Malew, and also the new house erected on the glebe of 
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said chapel, which I consider a more comfortable and better 
buUt house than any rectory and vicarage - house in my 
diocese. W., Sodor & Mann. 

I must also certify that there are no cattle offices on said 
glebe, which are absolutely necessary for the profitable cultiva- 
tion of the glebe, forty acres of that poor land being the 
principal maintenance of the chaplain. 

W., Sodor & Mann. 

The offices have been erected since the Lord Bishop's 
visitation. The chaplain embraces this opportunity for him- 
self and his neighbours of returning his sincere thanks to 
all who have favoured him, the Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Woods and Forests, the Honble. Lieut.-Govemor, and also his 
worthy and pious Diocesan, who has not only contributed 
handsomely to his new buildings, but has also given him a 
grant of £125 to purchase free sittings in his chapel, and to 
repair the same. 

J. T. C. 

Novr. 1830. 



Exchange of Pews and Free Seats. 

In April 1830, several exchanges of pews were made 
between some of the parishioners in order to bring aU the 
free seats together, which received the approval of the Lord 
Bishop attached to the deed. 

I hereby sanction and approve the deed of exchange as 
an excellent regulation of the above-mentioned pews in St. 
Mark's Chapel, whereby the proprietors' pews are adjoining 
each other in succession westward from the pulpit, and 
the chaplain's seven pews also adjoining each other at the 
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west end, for which last-mentioned seven pews I do hereby 
promise to pay unto the said chaplain and the trustees of St. 
Mark's £100, to be invested in landed security for the benefit 
of the chaplain for the time being, and the said seven pews 
in lieu thereof, to be appropriated to the free use of the 
neighbourhood for ever, from the day of the date hereof, 
namely, the 5th June 1830. 

William, Sodor & Mann. 
Eecorded March 1831. 

In order to augment the annual income of St. Mark's, 
and to accommodate the poor of the neighbourhood with free 
sittings. Bishop Ward gave £100 for the pews which had not 
been sold, to be put to interest for the chaplain, and ordered 
the said pews to be exchanged and collected to the west 
gable, for the repairs of which and the chapel generally he 
contributed £30, and accordingly three pews were thus 
exchanged, which is more particularly shown as recorded in 
the deed of exchange previously mentioned. 

Petition to Record Accounts of New Buildings at St. Mark's. 

To the Eight Eeverend William, by Divine permission 
Lord Bishop of Sodor and Mann, 

The humble Petition of John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain 
of St. Mark's, in the parish of Malew, Isle of Mann, 

Sheweth — That, in consequence of the deplorably dilar 
pidated state of the old parsonage-house on the glebe of said 
chapel, your Lordship was pleased to grant an order to throw 
it down, with every house and shed belonging to it. 

That in the years 1829 and 1830, your petitioner having 
been so fortunate as to obtain subscriptions nearly equal to 
erecting a new parsonage-house, a stable, cowhouse, cart-house. 
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potato-house, and granary, with a back-yard and conveniences 
belonging to the new parsonage-house, pulled down the said 
old houses, and used the materials of them fit for use in the 
new buildings. 

Your petitioner moreover sunk a weU thirteen yards deep, 
with a good and suflScient pump to it. All which improve- 
ments, with the subscriptions for effecting them, and the dis- 
bursements of said subscriptions. 

Your petitioner is anxious to have recorded in the Epis- 
copal Eegister ; but previous to rendering said accounts, it is 
expedient to impannel a jury on said premises, to ascertain 
the workmanship and duration of said houses. 

Therefore your petitioner humbly solicits your Lordship 
to order said jury on said premises to investigate 
the state of said buildings ; and your petitioner will 
ever pray, etc. etc. 

John Thomas Clarke, Cliaplain. 

Ordered that the sumner of Malew will impannel a jury 
of two masons and two house carpenters belonging to the 
said parish of Malew on said premises of St. Mark's, to inspect 
the state of the above-mentioned new buildings, and that the 
said sumner will swear them on said premises to discharge 
their duty faithfully, and that the said jurors will return their 
verdict to Vicar-General Philpot. 

Given this 14th day of March 1831, at Bishop's Court. 

W., SoDOR & Mann. 

The jurors returned as their verdict, that the buildings 
were quite sufficient, and the funds had been well expended. 

I7th March 1&31. 
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Petition and Order to record the Expenses of New 
Kitchen erected in addition to the New Glebe-house 
of St. Mark's, 1835. 

To the Eevd. F. B. Hartwell, Vicar-General, 

The humble petition of John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain 
of St. Mark's, Malew, 

Sheweth — That in consequence of the deplorably dilapi- 
dated state of the old parsonage-house on the glebe belonging 
to St. Mark's Chapel, in the parish of Malew, our Eight 
Reverend the Lord Bishop was pleased, on the 20th of Decem- 
ber 1828, to grant an order to pull down the old houses on 
said glebe, and a new glebe-house to be erected on a more 
convenient site, together with suitable cattle-ofiBces and sheds, 
and all other conveniences necessary for the comfort of all 
future occupants. The said improvements have been made. 

That on the 19th of August 1830, the Lord Bishop, in his 
visitation of the churches and chapels of his diocese, was 
pleased to inspect the said new buildings on the gldbe of St. 
Mark's and to express the highest encomium on the accom- 
plishment of the same. 

That notwithstanding his Lordship's approbation, he saw a 
deficiency in the dimensions of the back part of the dwelling- 
house called the shed, in not being extended more than two- 
thirds of the length of the building, and requested that 
additional exertions should be made to finish said shed, with 
the erection of a new kitchen and back kitchen, in order that 
the glebe-house might be more commodious as a boarding- 
school, by means of which, owing to the smallness of the 
income of said chapelry, every succeeding clergyman might 
the better support himself. 

That on or about the month of March 1835, your reverence, 
in company with the Eev. Dr. Carpenter, was graciously 
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pleased to visit St. Mark's to inspect said new buildings 
generally, and the proposed new improvement in particular ; 
and you saw it absolutely necessary that the said improve- 
ment should take effect, that the house might be more com- 
plete as a boarding-school. 

That on the Eev. Dr. Carpenter's application to his friends 
in London for pecuniary aid for said purpose, he procured the 
sum of £20 from Alexander Gordon, Esq., solicitor, which 
sum, with additional cartage from the neighbouring farmers, 
encouraged said additional building to be commenced, and 
although inadequate to the completion of it, yet it was carried 
on and finished, together with a cottage at the glebe upper 
gate for a labourer who might take the principal burden of the 
agricultural labours of the glebe lands off the chaplain's hands, 
and enable him to devote more time to his school. 

That after the completion of said additional buildings on 
said glebe, the Lord Bishop paid a second visit to St. Mark's 
on the 3d of September following ; that he highly approved of 
said buildings, and requested the expenses, as usually done, 
to be prepared for the Episcopal Eegister OflBce. 

That the Lord Bishop is at present absent from the island, 
and in order to prevent delay and future litigation, your 
petitioner is anxious to have the said expenses audited and 
recorded with the former accounts, but previously to this it 
is expedient to impannel a jury to ascertain a verdict of the 
workmanship and durability of said additional improvements. 

Therefore your petitioner humbly solicits your Eeverei\ce, 
in the absence of the Lord Bishop from this diocese, to order 
said jury on said premises to inspect the state of said build- 
ings ; and your petitioner will ever pray, etc. etc, 

John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain of St. Mark's. 

A jury was impannelled in the usual form by Vicar- 
General F. B. Hartwell. Dated 15th December 1836. 
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The jury returned as their verdict that the workmanship 
was suflBcient and durable, and that the expenses were not 
overrated Dated 2d Janurary 1837. 

Eeceived this 2d day of January 1837, and ordered to be 
recorded. F. B. Hartwell. 

Having finished the buildings on St. Mark's glebe, con- 
sisting of the dwelling-house, the cottage for a labourer at the 
high-road, the stable, cowhouse, bam, stable-loft, and shed 
for potato and cart -house (all slated except the cottage), 
together with a weU sunk in the back-yard thirteen yards 
deep, the back-yard walling with the privies, pig-sty, and 
hen-roost, which are thatched, the garden with its planting, 
and pillars and gate, the pillars and gate at the entrance of 
glebe road ; also all the walling pillars, gates, and new fences 
on the old glebe, consisting of forty-two acres of land : And 
having erected a gorse mill and house, and fenced and formed 
a mill-dam in old Garey for a watering-place for cattle as 
well as a mill-dam, the draining and cultivation of said old 
glebe lands was periodically carried on by public subscription 
till the 22d October 1840, when an opportunity occurred of 
augmenting the income of said chapelry by purchasing twenty- 
one acres of laud adjoining said old glebe lands, being a part 
of the Cleigh-rouyr farm and the property of the late John 
Fitzsimmons, High Constable of Castletown. And accordingly, 
said lands were purchased at public auction in order to secure 
£100 legacy bequeathed by the late Bishop Ward for that 
purpose, payable on condition that said lands should be pur- 
chased for a new glebe, and also the better to secure the £100 
granted by said Bishop for seven pews in the chapel for free 
sittings, and the £62 : 2s., the original balance of the chapel 
fund secured on Balla-kissage, Kk. St. Anne, but several years 
in the Joint Stock Bank, Douglas, at 4 per cent, making 
in all the sum of £262 : 2s., which sum was given in part 
for the new glebe. J. T. C. 
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Correspondence relative to Bishop Ward's Legacy for a 

new Glebe. 

This correspondence I wish to introduce in order to prove 
that my motive was not so much to increase the extent of 
the glebe lands as to secure the legacy of £100 for the 
augmentation of the revenue of St. Mark's, which sum was 
granted for the express purpose of purchasing an additional 
glebe, not only (according to the Bishop's own assertion) to 
augment a poor " church living," but also to perpetuate for 
ever the perfect security of the £100, which he gave for the 
free sittings in the chapel, as well as the £62, then in the 
Joint Stock Bank of Douglas, the latter sum producing only 
4 per cent. This bank closed in 1843. J. T. C. 

Great Horkesley, 6th Jan. 1838. 

Dear Sir — I am desired by the Bishop to say, that he is 
informed by the Archdeacon that a parcel of ground, consist- 
ing of about 18 acres, adjoining to your glebe, the property 
of the late Mr. Fitzsimmons, is to be shortly sold, and that 
the price will be about £260 ; that this land would be a 
most desirable addition to your glebe, and that yourself and 
the wardens can raise £160 of the money. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the Archdeacon suggested to the Bishop that 
£100, out of a fund lately placed at his disposal for such 
purposes, might be most advantageously added to what can 
be raised from other sources ; but this fund cannot at the 
present moment be applied to any purpose while the question 
of the bishopric is pending. The Bishop, however, being 
very unwilling to lose this opportunity of benefiting both 
yourself and your successors, will advance the £100 himself, 
and he has written to the Archdeacon to this effect. He 
cannot, however, advance any more than this. He desires 
me, therefore, to say, that he wishes you to take care. that the 
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purchase is made as quick as possible (or in any way which 
may be most likely to prevent competition and an increase 
in the price asked). 

When the land in question is bought and made over to 
the Chapel of St. Mark's, as an addition to its glebe, by a 
legal instrument, the Bishop will pay the £100 towards the 
purchase-money. His Lordship further advises you to em- 
ploy, a professional gentleman to make the purchase, either 
Mr. Bluett or some one else. Believe me, 

Yours very faithfully, 

Wm. Percival Ward. 
Eev. J. T. Clarke, 

St. Mark's, Isle of Man. 

Bishop's Court, 21st Sept. 1840. 

My dear Sir — If I had not, as you know, already advanced 
about £800 for the benefit of the clergy out of the Episcopal 
revenues hitherto enjoyed by my predecessors, I should not 
hesitate one moment in requesting that you would accept as a 
gift from your bishop whatever sum may be necessary to com- 
plete the purchase which seems so desirable for the chapelry of 
St. Mark's. With my diminished means, however, and large 
family, I am most reluctantly obliged to hold back on such 
occasions till a little experience enables me to see how far 
my present income will enable me to live without incurring 
debt, and what surplus may be left which I might feel 
justified in appropriating for the benefit of the church over 
which I am called to preside. Although, however, I cannot 
promise you the sum required as a gift, I wiU venture to 
ensure it to you as a loan. Obtain the land on the best 
terms you can, and if the balance required does not exceed 
£50 you may apply to me for it, and I will undertake to 
advance it on your note of hand. 
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As a considerable portion of the impropriate fund will 
be this year released in consequence of the increase proposed 
to be made to the livings out of the Episcopal revenues, it has 
always been my intention (and I believe I can say the same 
for my co-trustee, the Archdeacon) that some of it should be 
applied to the improvement of your chapelry. This, if you 
approve of it, might be set aside till the proposed loan was 
repaid to mc-r-Believe me always yours very truly, 

H., SoDOR & Mann * 
The Eev, John T. Clark, 
St. Mark's. 



Bishop Pepys's Permission to call in Money at Interest to 

Purchase New Glebe. 

Henry, by Divine permission Lord Bishop of Sodor 
and Mann : To our well-beloved in Christ, Daniel 
Kinnish of Mullin, Arragher, and John Bridson of 
Bailavarvane, in the Parish of Malew, Esquires, 
Trustees of St. Mark's Chapel in the Parish of 
Malew ; 

Greeting — ^Whereas it is proposed to transfer the sum of One 
hundred and sixty-two pounds sterling, monies belonging to 
the chapelry of St. Mark's, and now secured on mortgage, 
and to lay out the same in the purchase of land in the neigh- 
bourhood, for the purpose of enlarging the chapel glebe for 
the benefit of the present chaplain and his successors in the 
chapelry ; and you have requested our consent and approba- 
tion thereto : We do hereby consent, authorise, and em- 
power you, the said Daniel Kinnish and John Bridson, 
trustees of St. Mark's Chapel to transfer the said monies, and 

* Henry Pepys, D.D., installed May 8th, 1840, and the following year was 
translated to Worcester. 
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• 

to invest the same in the purchase of land for the benefit of 
the said chapel. 

Given under our hand and seal at Bishop's Court this 
14th day of October one thousand eight hundred 
and forty, and the first year of our consecration. 

H., SoDOR & Mann. /Q\ 




On the 22d of October 1840 the land was purchased, 
Bishop Ward's legacy of £100 obtained, and the Bishop 
Pepys' loan of £50 granted, which liquidated the debt In 
the month of February 1841 I was called to London, when, 
under the auspices and* recommendation of the late Bishop 
Bowstead and Bishop Pepys, who were then in town, I was 
enabled to collect not only the £50, to refund the loan to 
Bishop Pepys, but also procured a considerable sum of money 
to assist to put the new glebe into a proper state of cultivation. 

J. T. C. 

In order to bring this matter more prominently before the 
public, Mr. Clarke prepared the following statement, which 
he printed and distributed extensively, both in the island and 
England, and being backed by his own strenuous exertions, 
produced a good result. The £100 given by Bishop Ward for 
free sittings in the chapel, which had been placed out on 
security, was called in, and formed one portion of the pur- 
chase money for the new glebe. 

The purchase of this property enabled Mr. Clarke more 
effectually to utilise the exchange of road with the Callisters 
on the 19th November 1828, and also enabled him to make 
an exchange of 12^ acres of the said new glebe with Thomas 
Moore of the Cleigh-rouyr for the same quantity of his land, 
in order to make the properties respectively more convenient 
by having the Cleigh-rouyr main high-road as the boundary, 
and which land is now part of the glebe, and the old road 
levelled into the glebe meadow. 

E 
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St Mark's Glebe — an Appeal — Isle of Man. 

The chapel of St. Mark's was built by subscription in the 
year 1772, to meet the wants and supply the spiritual 
necessities of a large and isolated population, (dwelling in the 
mountains, at a very remote distance from the mother church 
of Malew,.in which parish it is situated. 

The income of the chaplain, who was appointed in 1827, 
consisted of a house in a wretched state of dilapidation, and 
a glebe — a piece of barren uncultivated land, — together with 
the pew rents of sixteen seats, producing about seven pounds 
per annum. 

By strenuous exertions and untiring energy the chaplain, 
the Eev. J. T. Clarke, has succeeded (with the kind assistance 
of charitably-disposed individuals) in erecting a comfortable 
house and reclaiming the glebe, so that it may now be valued 
at £25 per annum ; and with pew rents and interest on 
monies, the gross amount of the living now reaches about 
£40 per annum. 

An opportunity occurred a short time since, of which it 
was considered most desirable to take advantage, to carry into 
effect a wish long since entertained by the lamented Bishop 
Ward, and to accomplish which he promised the munificent 
donation of £100, — whenever a suitable time might arrive, — 
to increase the value of the living by purchasing twenty acres 
of land adjoining the glebe, which has been obtained at an 
outlay of £305. 

£160 belonging to the living have been called in, and, with 
the £100 pounds promised by the executors of Bishop Ward, 
are available to pay part of the purchase money. There 
remains to be provided for a sum of about £50 to clear the 
property, and a further sum of about £60 to bring the land 
into cultivation. 

The chaplain, therefore, humbly solicits the charitable 
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assistance of those who "love our Zion," to enable him to 
. carry into effect an object which, whUe it will materially 
increase the temporal comforts of the incumbent, will enable 
him more devotedly to pursue the sacred duties of his pro- 
fession. 

St. Mark's, November 23, 1840. 

I hereby certify the truth of the above statement, and 
further, that in order to complete the purchase of the above- 
named addition of twenty acres to the glebe of St. Mark's 
Chapel, I have advanced a sum of money from a fund at my 
disposal, out of which,' when the said sum has been repaid, it 
will be in my power to increase the present small stipend of 

e c ap am. ^^ Sodor & Mann. (Q 

Correspondence with the Tithe Valuers relative to Tithes on 
Balla-garey, purchased for a Glebe. 

Parish of MaleW, Dec. 11, 1840. 
Sir — By virtue of the powers in us vested by the Act for 
the Commutation of Tithes, we hereby give you notice that, 
having duly considered the evidence brought before us 
relative to your claim of exemption from the payment of 
tithes, we have decided the same not to be valid, and must 
therefore call upon you to furnish us with a map of the said 
lands immediately. — We remain, etc. 

Edwd. Thompson, Chairman, 

William Watson Christian, 

Evan Gill, 

Matthias Bridson, 

Thomas Cowley, 



VcUriers appointed under 
the Act of Tynwald. 



To the Eev. John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain of St. Mark's 
Chapel, Malew. 
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I wrote to the tithe valuers and urged it upon them that 
my case was a very peculiar one ; that the lands which 
appeared to them a'S subject to tithes could be proved to have 
been enjoyed in peaceful possession by all chaplains, without 
paying tithes, for above sixty years, which came within the 
meaning of the " Act," though it was purchased of a titheable 
farm, and the following letter was the reply. J. T. C. 

Dear Sir — In answer to your letter, I am requested to say 
that the valuers will take your evidence relative to your claim 
into consideration as soon as possible, and Will fix a day, 
when I will let you know. — Yours truly, 

-r. -r rw, rs. . E. THOMPSON. 

Eev. J. T. Clarke. 

Douglas, 19th Dec. 1840. 
The tithe valuers fixed to meet at Ballaugh on Tuesday 
the 12th January 1841, when I brought the following written 
evidence of the Eev. John Gell, chaplain of St. John's, who 
was so ill. as not to be able to attend the Court : and also 
summoned the. Eev. John Cottier and the Eev. William 
Duggan of Marown as evidence to the fact of no tithes hav- 
ing been demanded of them during their ministerial labours 
at St. Mark's. • J. T. C. 

This is to certify that I was licensed to the chapelry of 
St. Mark's in October 1782, and continued chaplain of St. 
Mark's upwards of eleven years. And again I was appointed 
the second time in April 1797, and continued chaplain of St. 
Mark's the second time five years. That I occupied and 
cultivated that part of St. Mark's glebe which was purchased 
from Christopher Bridson of Balla-garey, that I never paid 
tithes out of that purchased land, nor were tithes ever 
demanded of me by the proctors, neither was it considered 
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titheable that I ever heard of. And to the foregoing I am 
ready to make oath at any time if required. 

Witness my name this 9th of January 1841. 

John Gell, Chaplain of St, John's. 

Witness — John Thomas Clarke. 

The Eev. Messrs. Cottier and Duggan made oath to the 
same effect, and the following letter was the result, which 
settled the matter for ever. 

Ballaugh, 12th January 1841. 
Dear Sir — The tithe valuers having reconsidered the 
evidence, and the further evidence produced this day, have 
decided your claim of exemption from tithes out of St. Mark's 
glehe to be good. — I remain, etc. Edwd. Thompson. 

The Eev. John Thos. Clarke, 

Chaplain of St. Mark's, Malew. 

Cleigh-rouyr purchased for a Glebe. 

By a deed of sale, dated the 14th January 1841, this pro- 
perty, with the cottages and premises thereon, was purchased 
at a public auction from Philip Bridson of Ballasalla, trustee 
of the late John Fitzsimmons of Castletown, by John Thomas 
Clarke of St. Mark's, for the sum of £305 British currency. 

The above-purchased land consists of about 21 acres, part 
of which is exchanged with Thomas Moore for an equal 
quantity of land by deed, which exchange makes the glebe 
lands more convenient, by making the Cleigh-rouyr high- 
road the boundary between the glebe lands and the said 
Thomas Moore's farm. 

The said 21 acres of land, including the exchange, with 
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the exception of a small meadow and easement of about half 
an acre of land, cut ofif by the Burrough part of the Cleigh- 
rouyr road to the west, adjoining Gibdale meadow and the 
Buillane Garey, which is kept in possession by the purchaser, 
John Thomas Clarke, were conveyed over and sold in trust 
to Bishop Pepys, and John Bridson, and Daniel Kinnish, 
Esqs., trustees of St. Mark's, as a new glebe to St. Mark's 
chapelry. 

The above-mentioned deed, together with that given by 
Thomas Moore, was recorded at the Baron Court in Castle- 
town, October 26, 1841, and each party entered. 

J. T. C. 

Deed of Trust of the Cleigh-rouyr Lands, from the Eev. J. T. 
Clarke to the Trustees of St. Mark's Chapel, Malew. 

This deed recites the lands exchanged between Thomas 
Moore and J. T. Clarke, as also the lands purchased by the 
said J. T. Clarke frgm Philip Bridson, trustee of John Fitz- 
Simmons, deceased, in trust to the trustees of the said chapel 
of St. Mark's, for the sole use and benefit of the chaplain of 
the chapel of St. Mark's for the time being and for ever, to 
enjoy the use and benefit of the same, and to form part and 
parcel of the glebe lands attached and belonging to the said 
chapel of St. Mark's. 

Dated 19th January 1841. 

Eemarks on the Trust Deed, 1841. 

That the difference between the consideration money of 
my deed from Philip Bridson, which is £305 — and that of 
the foregoing deed of trust, which is £300 — may be perfectly 
understood, I have to remark that I have retained in my own 
possession, as my own private property, a small piece of 
garey land or easement, separated from Sir Walter Scott's 
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field by the Cleigh-rouyr road, adjoining the road on the east 
and south, the Buillane Garey on the west, and Gibdale 
meadow on the north, containing about half an acre more or 
less, and have deducted £5 on account of said property. 
Therefore, the new glebe is £300 instead of £305. I have 
also entered the before-said small parcel of land for a farthing 
lord's rent, which farthing is deducted from the lord's rent of 
the new glebe for the time being. J. T. C. 

The Glebe of St. Mark's in the Parish of Malew. 
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It may be here necessary to remark in what manner Mr. 
Clarke managed to raise funds to carry out all these various 
purchases and improvements upon the glebe lands at St 
Mark*s. He had received much friendly aid and counsel from 
Bishop Ward, who had himself done so much for church 
accommodation in the island. During the leisure time which 
Mr. Clarke was able to spare from his clerical duties and his 
school, he repaired in 1831 and several following years to 
various towns in England, where he collected subscriptions to 
an amount exceeding £400. In 1841 he lost his son, who 
was receiving his education at Christ's Hospital in London, 
where he repaired, and even in this time of severe affliction 
he was not unmindful of the wants at St. Mark's. His Grace 
the Archbishop of Canterbury invited him to Lambeth Palace 
and presented him with £20, as well as recommended him to 
other influential persons. His old and tried friends, the 
Petit family in London, were ever ready to second his views 
in everything connected with the improvement of St. Mark's. 

Boundary of St. Mark's Glebe and the Fair Ground. 

The fences marking the boundary between these properties 
having become decayed and entirely undefined, a petition from 
the trustees of St. Mark's Chapel was presented to Deemster 
Hey wood in. July 1843, praying that the great inquest may 
view the same and make a legal division of the said lands. 

The verdict of the setting-quest was duly made by cutting 
out sods in the ground, and confirmed by the great inquest 
on the 11th January 1844. 

The Public Marking of the Boundary at St. Mark's, 1847. 

The boundary between the trust property of St. Mark's 
and the fair ground, with the signatures of the parties 
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present written on the back of the original verdicts of the 
great inquest before going to record, is as follows : — 

Whereas, by an order granted by the Honourable Deemster 
Heywood, dated the 31st July 1843, ordering the setting- 
quest of Malew to make a legal division or boundary between 
the trust-property belonging to St. Mark's Chapel in said 
parish and the. public fair ground : And they, the said 
setting-quest, having done so on the 11th January 1844 in 
presence of the great inquest and the attorney-general, as 
by their return prefixed may more fully appear : And for 
the time a sod only having been cut to point out said bound- 
ary, in order now to perpetuate said boundary : We, the 
undersigned, namely, John Karran, foreman of the said 
setting-quest ; John Bridson, Esq., BaUavarvane, the surviv- 
ing trustee of St. Mark's Chapel ; and William Fargher 
senior, of the Cooill-cam, the person mentioned in the return 
of the said setting-quest as pointing out said original bound- 
ary, in presence of the undersigned neighbours, having sunk 
three granite stones in the marks where the before-mentioned 
sods were cut out of the ground, this the 24th day of May 
1847. John Karran. 

John Bridson. 

Wm. Fargher senior. 

In presence of John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain. 

Egbert Bridson, Ballagranjey, \ ttt ^ 
John Moore, Sulbric, ) 

Also many others. 

Lord's Eent of Chapel Yard. 

The chief rent of St. Mark's Chapel yard and its appur- 
tenances being one farthing, as by the verdict or return of 
the setting-quest convened on the premises on the 6th day 
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of September 1772, as in the original deed of sale and trust 
may more fully appear, was, for the sake of convenience, added 
to the lord's rent of said St. Mark's old glebe lands, and has 
been annually paid to this date. 

Witness my name this 26th day of May 1847. 

John Kabban, Hoar of Malew, 



Lord's Kent, Abbey Kent, and Prescription annually paid out 
of the Old and New Glebe Lands of St. Mark's. 



Old glebe— lord's rent 

New glebe „ 

Old glebe — abbey rent, part of Balla- 

garey. No. 15 and a part of No. 14 

on the glebe survey 



£0 3 7 Manx. 
1 8f „ 



1 2 



» 



Payable to the moar and abbey sergeant 


£0 


6 5f „ 


Or 





5 6f British 


Prescription out of both glebes payable 






to the tithe-agent . 





1 6} „ 



J. T. C. 
In Nov. 1861, the moar and abbey- 
sergeant of Malew demanded for the 
first time of the chaplain of St. 
Mark's for boons and services 



£0 7 IJ 



» 



3 Oi 
£0 10 If 



n 



« 



During the whole of the time of erecting the new build- 
ings and making the necessary improvements to the glebe at 
St. Mark's, Mr. Clarke received numerous letters and con- 
tributions from friends for that purpose, particularly from the 
Messrs. Petit of London : his tribute to their memory is worthy 
of notice — ^he says : — 

" My correspondence carried on successfully for nearly 
twenty years with the late Louis Hayes Petit, Esq., solicitor 
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of London, and his late nephew the Eev. John Louis Petit/ 
as bearing more directly upon the augmentation of the 
revenue of St. Mark's chapelry than any other part of our 
social intercourse, nevertheless their sympathies with the 
poor of St. Mark's and the education of their children were 
unprecedented and worthy of all admiration and praise ; 
scarcely a letter arrived without affording evidence of their 
genuine piety and Christian sympathy. 

With regard to myself and my family, their unremitting 
generosity and unsolicited benevolence knew no bounds. We 
were invariably treated as if members of their own family, 
and our pecuniary circumstances uniformly considered, one 
might imagine, as their own domestic requirements. As a 
tribute to their sacred memory I cannot but acknowledge with 
sincere gratitude that no benefactor to the chapelry of St. 
Mark's, nor ever a friend to myself and my family, equalled 
the family of the Petits in genuine sympathy and Christian 
benevolence. John Thomas Clarke. 

In 1845 and 1846 Mr. Clarke was again soliciting contri- 
butions towards a new schoolhouse and cottages, which were 
to be let in order to form a fund for the repair of the new 
schoolhouse ; this was also well responded to by his friends 
in the island and elsewhere. He was, as wiU be seen by the 
correspondence, the means of inducing the committee of 
council of the National Society on Education, in London, to 
extend the sphere of their operations to the Isle of Man, 
which up to this time had been precluded from participating 
in the funds of that society, their charter limiting its opera- 
tions to England and Wales only. 

Bishop Short was pleased to compliment Mr. Clarke that 
in one short trip to London he had effected for the island 
what all his influence was not able to accomplish. 

^ The Rev. J. L. Petit wrote the account of St. German's Cathedral, pub- 
lished in the Archceological Jounvalj 1846. 
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Committee of Council on Education. 

Council Office, WhitehaU, Sept. 6, 1844. 

Eev. Sir — ^With reference to the application for a grant in 
aid of the erection of school-buildings, with master's house 
and their appurtenances, and towards the furnishing of the 
schoolrooms at St. Mark's, Malew, Isle of Man, the Lord 
President has directed me to inform you that he will advise 
the Committee of Council to direct the appropriation of £70 
for the above school, etc., of St. Mark's, upon receiving from 
the promoters of this school a communication that they will 
accept a grant on the conditions contained in the enclosed 
certificate. — I have the honour to be, Eev. Sir, your obedient 
servant, K Shuttlewoeth. 

Eev. J. T. Clarke, St. Mark's, Isle of Man. 

Privy Council Office, October 15, 1845. 

Eev. Sir — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated the 15th instant. 

I have submitted your letter of the 10th instant to the 
Lord President, and I am happy to inform you that his Lord- 
ship will recommend the Committee of Council to grant a 
further sum of £30 to St. Mark's school. 

The grant will be paid when her Majesty's consent thereto 
shall have been received by the Lord President. — I am, Eev. 
Sir, your obedient servant, Harry Chester. 

Eev. J. T. Clarke, 

21 Bedford St., High Holbom. 
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Correspondence with the National Society for aid towards 
• Liquidating the Debt on the New Schoolhouse and 
Master's House of St. Mark's, Isle of Man, when in London 
in 1845. 

From Wm, Cotton, Esq., one of the Committee. 

London, 18th Oct. 1845. 
Dear Sir — ^Tour having obtained a grant from the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education will not preclude your having 
assistance from the National Society. By inquiring at the 
office of the National Society, Sanctuary, Westminster, you 
wiU obtain all the requisite information. — I am, dear Sir, 
yours sincerely, Wm. Cotton. 

Eev. J. T. Clarke, 

21 Bedford St., High Holbom. 

National Society Office, 
Sanctuary, Westminster, 25th Oct. 1845. 
Eeverend Sir — It is impossible to read the communication 
which I this day received frofn you, without feeling the 
deepest interest in the subject of your letter. I shall have 
the honour of lajdng your letter before the committee of this 
Society on Thursday next. I very much regret to add, how- 
ever, that I fear they will feel it out of their power to vote 
any grant towards the cost of your excellent and admirable 
work The fact is that the charter of this Society limits its 
operations to England and Wales to the exclusion of the Isle 
of Man. On this account no collection in aid of the Society's 
fund is ever made in that island — not even under the 
authority of the Queen's letter ; and for the same reason the 
committee of the* Society do not vote grants to schools in the 
island. I shall be truly glad if the committee should con- 
sider that they can depart from this rule. — Believe me, your 
very faithful servant, W. J. Kennkdy, Secretary. 

Eev. J. T. Clarke. 
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Eemarks on the above Subject. 

Having been influenced by a peculiar interest in removing 
the obstacles excluding our insular schools from the funds 
of the National Society, and that interest increased by the 
information verbally given me by Mr. Kennedy of Bishop 
Short's failure in opening the benefit of those funds to the 
Isle of Man, I not only followed up the correspondence with 
Mr. Kennedy, but wrote to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and founded my application upon two arguments which pre- 
vailed in the end. 

1st, That it must be an oversight in framing the charter, 
inasmuch as no British charter would intentionally be granted 
to assist in the education of all the poor of one archbishop to 
the exclusion of a part of the poor of the other archbishop, 
and, nevertheless, so it was, and so it must continue to be as 
long as the diocese of Sodor and Mann shall remain under 
exclusion, inasmuch as that diocese belongs to the jurisdiction 
of York. 

2d, That it was injurioiis to the funds of the National 
Society to exclude the Isle of Man, inasmuch as the clergy 
of that diocese could not reasonably be asked to solicit collec- 
tions, even by the Queen's letter, without deriving a propor- 
tionate benefit from the funds of the Society : and that, in all 
probability, future collections would exceed in amount the 
sums required to be granted to Manx schools. And, more- 
over, by uniting the diocese of Sodor and Mann to England, 
as far as concerned the charter, they would have a diocese 
where the population, instead of opposing rather preferred the 
education of their children to be under the superintendence of 
the clergy of the Church of England. 

The remedy which I begged humbly to recommend to the 
archbishop was to alter the charter, which could be done by 
the Queen in council in manner following, — " For the educa- 
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tion of the poor of the two metropolitan jurisdictions," 
instead of " the poor of England and Wales." 

Whatever was done, his Grace took the chair at Christmas 
following, argued the subject in general committees, and the 
following letter was the result. J. T. Clarke. 

St. Mark's, Malew, School Case. 

Sanctuary, Westminster, February 5, 1846. 
My dear Sir — I am happy to inform you that the Com- 
mittee of the National Society have voted £30 towards the 
completion of your school. I enclose the certificate of comple- 
tion, to the terms of which I respectfully solicit your atten- 
tion. When this is returned duly signed, I shall be glad to 
forward to you the form of bill that you may claim payment 
of the grant. — Believe me, yours faithfully, 

W. J. Kennedy, Secretary. 
Eev. J. T. Clarke. 

St. Mark's Library. 

The Sunday-school circulating library belonging to St. 
Mark's consists of 303 volumes. 

The twelve Government school-maps, and all the class 

and historical books belonging to the daily school of St. 

Mark's, amounted in subscriptions to . .£550 

Government aid . . . 2 12 6 



1845. Maps and school-books . . £7 17 6 

Since the above date, two supplies of school-books and 
maps have cost at least a sum equal to the first purchase and 
Government grant. J. T. C, 1862. 
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Mrs. Campbell's Gift to St. Mark's for Female Education. 

A gift of £30 British to the chapelry of St. Mark's, parish 
of Malew, the interest thereof for ever to be expended on the 
education of destitute or orphan children at the school of St. 
Mark's. Jane Campbell. 

Castletown, 14th November 1848. 

To the Eev. G. S. Parsons, 

Government Chaplain, Castletown, Isle of Man. 



Mrs. Campbell's gift was paid into the hands of John 
Bridson, Esq., Ballavarvan^, trustee of St. Mark's Chapel, and 
by him lodged by way of security in the Savings Bank, 
Douglas, at four per cent. 

The female children at present under education are, two 
grand-daughters of Thomas Gelling, and a daughter of Thomas 
Quirk, both tenants of Ballanicholas, Mrs. Campbell's property, 
in accordance with her own request that her tenants' children 
should be educated by the interest of the above gift during 
her own life-time. 

Certified this 18th day of October 1849, by me, 

John Thomas Clarke, Chaplain of St. Mark's. 

Jan. 7, 1864. 

The above gift of £30 is at present secured on the landed 
and house property of Wm. Keggin of Ballaglea, in the parish 
of Malew. J. T. C. 
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Form of Appointment of Trustees to St. Mark's Chapel. 

Appointment of William Callister, Esq., as Trustee of 

St. Mark's Chapel, 1852. 

Know all men by these presents that I, John Bridson of 
Ballavarvane, in the parish of Malew, Isle of Mann, only sur- 
viving trustee of St. Mark's Chapel, in the aforesaid parish of 
Malew, by virtue of the power me thereunto enabling, have 
elected, nominated, and appointed, and do hereby elect, 
nominate, and appoint, William Callister, Esq., of Thornhill, 
in the parish of Lezayre, member of the House of Keys, 
co-trustee with me for and in respect of St. Mark's Chapel 
aforesaid and its appurtenances, situate in the said parish of 
Malew, in the place and stead of William Kinley, Esq., 
advocate, late of the town of Peel, deceased, with full power 
and authority in the premises. 

Witness my name and signature this 22d day of June 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two. 

John Bridson. 

Signed and delivered in presence of John Thomas Clarke. 

I accept the above trust. — Witness my hand this 22d day 
of June 1852. William Callister. 

Witnessed by John Thomas Clarke. 

Attested at Douglas, 23d June 1852, before me, 

J. C. Bluett, KB, 

Bishop's Court, June 24, 1852. 
I hereby give my approbation to the appointment of 
William Callister, Esq., within named, to be a trustee of St. 
Mark's Chapel, E. J. Auckland, S. & M. 

Recorded in the Episcopal Registry. 

F 



1 
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Revenue of St. Mark's, 1851. 

Income of St Mark's in the year 1851 by the exertions of 
J. T. Clarke, Chaplain, viz. — 

Estimate of the glebe lands by order of the Lord Bishop 
Pepys, made by Messrs. Mathias Bridson and Thomas Cowley, 
tithe-valuers : — 

63 acres of glebe lands with easements at 13s. per acre annual 
rent . . . . .. £40 19 

Royal bounty, payable at Easter . . 7 16 2 

Impropriate fund . . . . 20 



£68 15 2 
Annual deductions — lord's rent, abbey rent, 

and prescription . . . . 7 1|^ 



Net income . . . £68 8 0} 

N.B. — ^Easter offerings of Kk. Marown of £1 : 11 : 7 are lost. 



Revenue of St. Mark's, 1861. 

Estimate of the annual revenue of St. Mark's this year, 
owing to the advance of rent of the glebe lands over and 
above the estimate of the tithe-valuers : — 

Rent of the glebe lands as at present paid by the tenants, 
William Watterson and Son, and the glebe lands reserved 
by chaplain .... £60 

Royal bounty . . ,800 

Impropriate fund . . 20 



£88 
Deduct lord's rent, etc., as stated . 10 If 

Net annual revenue . . . £87 9 lOJ 
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Copy of Eeceipt for Lord's Eent, etc., 1861. 

Eeceived from the Rev. J. T. Clarke, chaplain of St. 
Mark's, Malew, the sum of 5s. 6f d. British, being lord's rent 
(4s. 6f d.) and abbey rent (Is.) out of the old and new glebe 
lands of St. Mark's, the chapel-yard, and the part of the green 
or Fair-ground belonging to the said St Mark's Chapel, as 
marked by three granite rocks, being due this 10th October 
1861. John Moore, 

5s. 6f d. Moar of Malew. 

Mr. J. T. Clarke's Eemarks on the Completion of the Works 

at St. Mark's. 

Having accomplished ]bhe building of a new parsonage 
house and cattle offices, I turned my attention more particu- 
larly to the cultivation of the glebe-lands, containing about 
42 acres of the most sterile land in the neighbourhood, and 
left from time immemorial in its original barren condition, 
covered with gorse and heath, and in many parts flowing with 
spring waters. Having no capital of my own, I was compelled 
several times to visit England and lay my circumstances 
before the British public, until I was enabled to finish the 
cultivation of the old glebe, purchase a new glebe of about 
21 acres, erect a new schoolhouse, rebuild the old school- 
house into cottages to form a fund to keep the chapel and 
new schoolhouse in repair, erect four new bridges, and eflfect 
a general repairing of all the roads in the chapel district, both 
in Malew, Kk. Marown, and St. Ann's, to the extent of 
nearly twenty miles. 

On the 10th of July 1847 I published in the insular 
papers a statement of the funds collected, with an account of 
the various improvements effected to that date. In that 
statement I rejoiced to have the opportunity of expressing my 
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most grateful acknowledgments to all, both at home and 
abroad, who have so spiritedly contributed to the work in 
which I have been for the last twenty years so arduously 
engaged. 

At one period, St Mark's was like an outcast among the 
churches, and were it not for the Christian sympathy with 
which the appeals presented to a generous public were so 
kindly responded to, she would have remained to this day, 
bearing the same Siberian aspect, and her little altar must 
have eventually fallen into decay ; but by the public aid • 
which the chaplain' has been from time to time receiving to 
augment the living, to promote the education, and to make 
the district accessible by means of passable roads, the chapel 
is now divested of her ignoble garments, her altar is per- 
manently repaired, and now, something like her sister temples, 
she is rising in the scale of exaltation, and bids fair to com- 
pete with any other rural district in the diocese. 

Though the labour entailed upon me in the accomplish- 
ment of the above object, owing to not having the least 
personal assistance in the discharge of my duty, has been 
unprecedentedly great ; though my family have been com- 
pelled to endure many privations, and my own mind often 
sunk into the lowest depths of nervous despondency ; yet, 
seeing the work now accomplished, and my children, after all 
my difficulties, so nobly taken by the hand by friends whose 
friendship the mercy of God exclusively has procured for us, 
my heart is so cheered and full of gratitude to God and man, 
that I would readily engage in the same work over again with 
as much devotedness and enei^ as ever. J, T, C. 

12th Nov. 1863. 



i 
I 
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Goddard Crovan's Stone. 

In building the new parsonage-house and offices Mr. 
Clarke made use of various blocks of quartz and granite with 
which the glebe was so plentifully strewed. It has been 
stated by some that he broke up the granite boulder which 
had been long known by the name of "Goddard Crovan's 
Stone/' to which a singular legend is attached, and used it 
in the buildiog of his parsonage-house, by which means to 
preserve this cure for a termagant as a specific for himself or 
any future chaplain of St. Mark's. 

The stone in question stood on the Cleigh-Eouyr property 
then belonging to John Fitzsimmons of Castletown, who 
broke it up for gate-posts and fences. This property did not 
form part of the glebe of St. Mark's until 1841, and the new 
parsonage-house had been built prior to that date in 1830. 
The legend is as follows : — 

** King Goddard lived with his termagant wife in a noble 
castle on the summit of South Barule. Being unable to 
endure the violence of her tongue, he at length expelled her 
from his castle. After descending the mountain for some 
considerable distance, imagining herself out of his reach, she 
turned round and began to rate Goddard so vehemently at 
the full pitch of her voice, that in a rage he seized on this 
huge granite block, said to have been some twenty to thirty 
ton weight, and hurling it with all his might, killed her on 
this spot." 
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Petition to the Honourable and Eight Eeverend Lord Auck- 
land,^ Bishop of Sodor and Mann, 1854 

To the Honourable and Eight Eeverend Father in God, 
Lord Auckland, by Divine permission Lord Bishop 
of Sodor and Mann, 

The humble petition of th^ Eev. J. T. Clarke, chaplain of 
St. Mark's, Isle of Man, 
Sheweth : 

That for the last thirty years your petitioner has been 
endeavouring to promote the interests of his ecclesiastical 
district, and by the blessing of God has been enabled to 
accomplish three objects of considerable importance to his 
chapelry, viz. — 

Firsty That, by Christian benevolence, he has already 
augmented the revenue of his chaplaincy from £30 to £70 
a year, by purchasing twenty-one acres of land adjoining St. 
Mark's former glebe lands, now in all consisting of sixty-three 
acres ; by erecting a new parsonage-house and other convenient 
buildings on said glebe lands ; by erecting upwards of 5000 
yards of new fence to square the lands into proper sized 
fields ; by blasting and clearing thousands of tons of granite 
boulders out of the soil, and then bringing the whole of the 
barren and mountainous soil into the highest state of cultiva- 
tion of which it is capable. 

Secondly, That he has erected a new schoolhouse for the 
accommodation of 100 scholars, for daily and Sunday school 
teaching, with a house annexed to it, and other conveniences 
for the benefit of the schoolmaster. 

Thirdlyy That he has expended several hundred pounds 
upon the high roads of his district, for the encouragement of 
his people to attend the public worship of God, and to send 
their children to the daily and Sunday schools. 

^ The Right Hon. Robert Eden, D.D., Lord Auckland, was consecrated in 
"1 847, and translated to Bath and Wells in 1854. 
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That all this has been accomplished by an expenditure of 
£2383 : 17 : 2, of which the sum of £2043 : 17 : 2 has been 
procured by public subscriptions. 

That your petitioner begs leave to state that one improve- 
ment more is highly desirable for the comfort and usefulness 
of all succeeding chaplains, which improvement, if effected, 
would relieve them of the responsibility of farming more of 
the glebe lands than would be sufl&cient for household 
purposes. 

That such is the demand at present for rented land in this 
island, especially in the neighbourhood of Foxdale mines, near 
St. Mark's, that your petitioner has been for several years 
offered such a rent for as much as he could spare of his glebe, 
lands as would augment his living perpetually to £90 a year, 
considerably more than he could ever make of his glebe by 
holding it in his own hands. 

That this cannot be accomplished without a dwelling- 
house for a tenant, and cattle-offices. 

That such conveniences, with a small threshing machine, 
would cost from £240 to £250. 

That your petitioner humbly prays your Lordship's sanc- 
tion to enlarge a labourer's thatched cottage, erected 
on the glebe by your petitioner twenty years ago, 
and to make it sufficiently commodious for a tenant 
of fifty acres ; and to erect cattle-offices, with other 
conveniences, as may be required ; as well as per- 
mission to appeal generally to the friends of the 
Established Church for their Christian aid to carry 
into effect the above object. And for the most 
trifling proof of your Lordship's good will and appro- 
bation your petitioner will ever pray, etc. etc. 

John Thomas Clarke, 
Chaplain of St. Mark's, Sodor & Mann, 
March 1854. 
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This alteration was afterwards accomplished at an 
expense of £281, and a portion of the glebe land let to a 
tenant. This was the last improvement considered necessary 
to render the place comfortable for the chaplain, and relieved 
him from the trouble of attending to the glebe farm, giving 
him more leisure for his clerical duties. 

The following abstract of the funds and disbursements 
gives at one view the amount of labour that must have been 
undergone in accomplishing such vast improvements in a 
district that was comparatively unapproachable : — 

General subscriptions and grants for St. Mark's — to rebuild a 

parsonage -house, purchase of new glebe, house and 

offices for a tenant farm, new school and master's house, 

repairs of chapel and cottages, and sundry improvements 

on the glebe lands, roads, etc. etc. 1829-1863. 

1829-30. Subscriptions to this date, as per state- 
ment p. 39 . 
1833-63. Bishop Hildesley's chapel fund 

Bishop Ward's fund for free sittings . 
Bishop Ward's contributions . 
Bishop Ward's legacy for a new glebe . 
Mrs. Campbell's gift to educate three 

children 
Proprietors of pews by assessment 

Do. do. voluntary . 

Trustees byassessment for repair of chapel 
Proprietors and occupants of lands at 

St. Mark's . . . . 12 6 

Government grant — Committee of 

Council on Education . . 100 

Commissioners of Woods and Forests' 

grant 
National Education Society's grant 
Grant from Convocation 
Grant per the bishop and archdeacon 

fund .... 

Grant from the impropriate fund 

Carry forward £811 6 5 



£223 


19 


8 


62 





9 


100 








30 








100 








30 








25 








23 








10 









20 








30 








20 








15 








10 
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Brought forward £811 6 5 
Subscriptions for the roads, including 

£100 from Mrs. Campbell . . 400 
Sundry subscriptions collected in the Isle 

of Man and England — various years 1384 14 



1863. £2596 5 

Nov. 12. Amount advanced at various times by 

J. T. Clarke, and due to him . 229 

£2825 5 
Dishirsements, 

1829-30. New parsonage-house . 

Stable,, cowhouse, barn, with all con- 
veniences for the cultivation of the 
glebe .... 

1841. New glebe, Cleigh-rouyr, 21 acres and 
e2Lus. . . • • 

New roads on said glebe 
8 miles of draining at £23 : 10s. p. mile 
5000 yards sod fence, blasting rocks, and 

general outlay on glebe lands 
New wash-house, pig-stye, hen-house, etc. 
Excavating well 46 ft. and boring 24 ft. 
1845-46. New schoolhouse, master's house, and 
two cottages to form a fund for repairs 
1853. Repairs of chapel 
1855. A new bell, cast in Dublin 

E«pau-s of chapel and a new flooring . 
Survey of glebe lands . 
20 miles of public road, 4 bridges, and 
10 mile-stones 
1856-60. Complete set of houses for a tenant — 
viz. dwelling-house, stable, cow- 
house, etc. .... 
1863. Infant school and new churchyard 
New font, etc. 

Sundry expenses, collecting subscrip- 
tions, etc. .... 
Mrs. Campbell's gift to educate three 
children, secured on bond at 5 per cent 



£184 


10 





. 269 


12 





308 








33 








188 








391 


14 


8 


16 


15 


5 


23 


7 





403 


10 


11 


11 








21 


2 


8 


87 


16 


2 


2 








400 


• 







281 








40 


11 


7 


10 








124 








30 









£2825 5 
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These particulars were advertised in the insular papers 
in 1865, to which the wardens added the following : — 

We, the undersigned, having been frequently the wardens 
of St. Mark's Chapel, .in the parish of Malew, for the last 
thirty years, and now the wardens of St. Mark's for the third 
year successively, do hereby certify that we have examined 
the above accounts submitted to ns by the Eev. J. T. Clarke, 
and from our own personal acquaintance with, and our parti- 
cipation in the extraordinary works therein mentioned, we 
not only believe the accounts to be correct, but we are also of 
opinion that our reverend friend has not done himself justice 
in the accomplishment of those improvements, inasmuch as 
our conviction is that no man in the neighbourhood of St. 
Mark's would willingly undertake the same amount of work 
for the same amount of capital which he has represented to 
the public. 

We, moreover, wish to do Mr. Clarke and his former con- 
gregation this additional public justice, that the state of repair 
St. Mark's Chapel was in at his resignation was not owing 
to the apathy or negligence of either party, but owing to the 
decision of the Easter vestry, held on the 6th of April 1863, 
at which it was deemed advisable to leave the repairs of the 
chapel a little longer in abeyance, in order to secure the 
inclosure of the chapel property from the public fair ground 
by the substantial walling which has already made it the 
consecrated addition to the churchyard, inasmuch as one year 
more would have again given the public the same prescriptive 
right which cost the chaplain and the trustee, the late John 
Bridson, Esq., twenty years ago, such a bold and successful 
legal battle to recover the ground to the sacred use to which 
it was lately so solemnly applied. 

Witness our names, this 23d August 1865. 

Thomas Cretney, 



^ . Wardens. 

William Craine. 



:■} 
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List of the Trustees of St. Mark's Chapel, Kk. Malew, 

1772-1870. 



Date. 
Jane 23, 1772 



») 



>> 



June 17, 1786 
Dec. 24, 1794 

June 19, 1799 



Nov. 19, 1827 
July 12, 1843 
June 22, 1852 



Names of Trustees. 
Hugh Cosnahan, of Eew • 
Thomas Fargher, of Shenvalley . 
Thomas Fargher jun., Surgeon . 
Christopher Bridson, of Balla- 

garey 

Thomas Harrison, of Ballaughton, 

Braddan .... 
Danl. Einnish, of Mullinaraghey 
John Bridson, of Ballavarvane . 
"Wm. Einley, of Peel, Advocate . 
Wm. Callister of Thomhill,H. K. 



Cause of Vacancy. 



Death of Thos. Fargher. 



it 



$* 



Death of H. Cosnahan. 
Death of Thos. 'Harrison. 
Death of C. Bridson. 
Death of Daniel Kinnish. 
Death of William Einley. 



Names of Chaplains appointed to St. Mark's Chapel from the 

Foundation in 1772. 



Chaplains. 

1. Rev. David Harrison . 

2. Rev. John Moore 

3. Rev. John Gell • 

4. Rev. John Clague 

5. Rev. James Gelling 

6. Rev. John Eewley 

7. Rev. John Gell (second time) 

8. Rev. John Cottier 

9. Rev. John Edward Harrison 

10. Rev. Edward Craine . 

11. Rev. Patrick Eneale . 

12. Rev. William Duggan 

13. Rev. John Thomas Clarke 

14. Rev. Thomas Henry GUI 

15. Rev. Robert Airey 



Appointed. Caose of Vacancy. 

1772 Vicar Malew. 
1783 Vicar of Braddan. 
1786 Resigned. 
1794 Vicar of Rushen. 
Vicar of German. 

• • • • • • 

April 1797 Resigned. 

1802 Vicar Patrick. 
Vicar Jurby. 
Vicar Onchan. 

• • • • • • 

1820 Vicar of Marown, 1827. 

July 29, 1827 Resigned, May 1864. 

1864 Resigned. 
1865 



In bringing this record of the Chapel at St. Mark's to a 
conclusion, it may be necessary to glance over the proceedings 
which have taken place since its first adoption in 1771, when 

* The date could not be foimd in the Episcoptd Register. 
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the district was almost unapproachable for want of suitable 
roads for the inhabitants to travel on, more particularly in 
the winter season, as was remarked in the first memorial 
addressed to Bishop Hildesley. 

The trustees of that day, after building the chapel, ex- 
pended a small amount in the repair of the approaches, but 
apparently quite inadequate to what was required, yet as far 
as their funds would allow. It appears that little or nothing 
more was done for the upholding of the fabric of the chapel 
or the dwelling-house for many years, so that they must 
necessarily have gradually fallen into a state of decay, which 
rendered some sort of repair absolutely necessary. The gentle- 
men who at different times held the appointment of chaplain, 
were, with few exceptions, young unmarried men, who only 
remained until such time as they could obtain further pre-* 
ferment, and consequently had little interest in the improve- 
ment of the chapel or its appurtenances. 

At length one was appointed in 1827, formed in a different 
mould from his predecessors. The Eev. John Thomas Clarke, 
on taking up his residence at St. Mark's, found it in such a 
state of dilapidation as to be almost uninhabitable. This has 
been most strikingly depicted in Mr. Clarke's " Observations 
relative to St. Mark's," given in a previous part of the records, 
and to which we call the reader's attention. Well might a 
sensitive mind waver in such a situation, but, as Mr. Clarke 
remarks, "God ordained it otherwise, and overruled the 
temptation to the benefit of St. Mark's," by endowing him 
with that will and indomitable perseverance to proceed in 
his work, struggling as he was with a truly scanty income of 
thirty pounds per annum, to maintain himself and a rising 
family of children, not even so much as the poet Goldsmith 
endows his village preacher with, and says, — 

'* A man he was to aU the country dear, 
And passing rich with forty pounds a year." 
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Mr. Clarke at once began by making a few additions to 
tlie convenience of the dwelling-house at his own expense, 
but soon found that much more was required than his scanty 
means would enable him to carry out. He determined to 
call in the aid of all charitably-disposed Christians, and com- 
menced with the improvements that have been previously 
detailed, and did not stop until he had rendered St. Mark's 
respectable in the eye of her neighbouring churches, and raised 
her income from thirty to ninety pounds a year, bringing her 
by the great improvement of the roads within easy access from 
all quarters — such as would have gladdened the heart of the 
worthy Hildesley had he been living to see the change. 

Having finished his labours during the space of more 
than six - and - thirty years of his ministry, this worthy 
refounder of St. Mark's, or, as he had been styled, " The 
Patriarch of St. Mark's," under the influence of afflictive 
family bereavements, tendered his resignation of St. Mark's 
and retired into a life of privacy and seclusion from clerical 
duty. The announcement of his resignation caused the 
greatest regret amongst all classes of his parishioners, by 
whom he was universally respected, for he had not only 
administered to their spiritual wants, but was able and willing 
to attend to their bodily ailments whenever called upon to do 
so, as well as to administer that consolation to the sick and 
dying, the poor and bereaved, in their own native tongue — a 
language with which they were most conversant, and in 
which Mr. Clarke excelled both colloquially and gramma- 
tically above all his contemporaries of the present day. A 
committee was formed and a subscription entered into to 
present Mr. Clarke with a suitable testimonial of their 
respect for the unwearied efforts that he had made during the 
whole time he had resided among them. On Shrove Tuesday, 
1864, the parishioners met at St. Mark's and presented him 
with a splendid silver inkstand and a purse containing thirty 
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sovereigns^ along with an address. On the inkstand was 
engraved the following inscription : — " Presented by the 
parishioners of St. Mark's to the Eev. J. T. Clarke upon his 
resignation of the Chaplaincy thereof, February 9th 1864'* 
The address was as follows : — 



Address to the Eev. J. T. Clarke on his resignation of St. 

Mark's Chapel. 

To the Eev. John Thomas Clarke, late Chaplain of St. Mark's. 

Eev. Sir — ^We, being a committee duly appointed at a 
public meeting of the inhabitants of the district of St. Mark's, 
held in St. Mark's Schoolhouse on the 16th day of Januaiy 
last, as well for ourselves as for those our neighbours who 
appointed us as such committee, take these means of express- 
ing to you our unfeigned regrets that you have resigned the 
chaplaincy of St. Mark's, and that you are about to remove 
from this locality, made beautiful chiefly by your own 
endeavours. 

We can remember, sir, when at first you came amongst 
us, the uncomfortable and uncomely state of our chapel, not 
only in appearance, but in reality ; we can remember its clay 
floor and open unfinished pews, which, especially in the 
winter season of the year, rendered the place almost unfit for 
public worship; but mainly by your efforts, we soon had 
(and still have) a boarded floor and finished pews, and our 
chapel otherwise beautified, moreover, you have recently 
enlarged and very much improved our chapel-yard. 

We can remember the glebe of St. Mark's almost covered 
with gorse and granite rocks, and the then minister's resi- 
dence unwholesome and unsafe to live in ; but, sir, by your 
indefatigable exertions the gorse and granite rocks are 
removed, and a comfortable parsonage with out-oSices and 



' ST. mark's chapel. 79 

suitable dwelling-house and offices for a tenant have been 
erected thereon. Not only so, but you have enlarged it, by 
purchase of more than twenty acres (not to mention miles of 
drains made therein, and of new fences made thereon), thus 
rendering it for ever of vastly enhanced value to your 
successora 

We can remember our roads almost impassable ; but, 
owing chiefly to your instrumentality, we have now very 
good inter-communication. 

We can remember about eighty of our children (as the 
then diocesan of our island can testify) daily cooped up in 
our then half-light, clay-floored school-room, whose area was 
only 16 feet by 14 feet, which circumstance in itself was 
enough to engender contagious diseases amongst them ; but 
by your strenuous efforts our now well-lighted, commodious 
schoolhouse, with boarded floor (as well as master's house), 
has been built, in which our children can assemble, in far 
greater comfort, without any fear of infection from want of 
ventilation. 

We have not forgotten when the pew-holders of St. Mark's 
Chapel, in addition to the parochial church assessment, were 
assessed to defray aU the expenses annually incurred in keep- 
ing the chapel in repair; but you have partially, if not 
entirely, relieved them from this double assessment by the 
erection of St. Mark's cottages, the rent of which is applied 
to that purpose. 

You have been instrumental in getting a post-office estab- 
lished at St. Mark's, which is a great boon to the neighbour- 
hood. 

You were the first who showed cause why the National 
Society of England should extend its grants to the Isle of 
Man, and we are proud to say that St. Mark's was the first 
place in the island aided by that body. 

Eev. Sir, we reflect with pleasure on the alacrity with 
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which you, at all times, both by night and by day, visited 
and responded to the wants of the sick in this neighbourhood, 
some of ourselves having derived benefit from your timely 
visitation. 

These, sir, are some of the improvements carried out by 
your instrumentality, and these are some of the causes which 
demand our lasting gratitude, and call forth our admiration 
and esteem. And we believe that while we thus express our 
feelings, we express the sentiments of all the inhabitants of 
the district of St. Mark's. 

We trust, sir, that wherever you may reside, your useful- 
ness may be there developed, and that the Great Disposer of 
events may bless you and prosper you in every laudable 
undertaking. 

In conclusion, sir, if time will permit, this committee 
suggests that you will give the meeting a sketch of the 
improvements which you have effected at St. Mark's. 

Humphrey Mylchreest, Chairman^ 
and the rest of the Committee. 
February 9, 1864. 

Mr. Clarke, as requested, gave a history of the condition 
of St Mark's at the time of his appointment, and the various 
improvements which had been effected during his ministry, 
as have been detailed, and bade an affecting adieu to his old 
and valued friends. 

It may be here mentioned that among other good works 
which Mr. Clarke was mainly instrumental in forming was 
a benevolent society or club, in 1850, called the " St. Mark's 
Union Society," consisting of some 200 members, with an 
accumulated capital at the present time of nearly £1000, 
which has been found to be of great benefit to the surround- 
ing, mining district. 
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The great poet of all time says, — 

" The evil that men do lives after them, 
The good is oft interred with their bones." 

This in the case of the Rev. John Thomas Clarke will be 
reversed, for the good which he did at St. Mark's will live 
for ever, and time itself will not obliterate it. 
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THE MANX SOCIETY 



FOR THE 



PUBLICATION OF NATIONAL DOCUMENTS. 



RULES. 



1. That the afEurs of the Society shall be conducted by a Council, 
to meet on the first Tuesday in every month, and to consist of not 
more than twenty-four Members, of whom three shall form a quorum ; 
and that the President, Vice-Presidents, the Hon. Secretary, and 
Treasurer shall be considered ex officio Members. The Council may 
appoint two acting Committees, one for Finance and the other for 
Publication. 

2. That a Subscription of One Pound annually,'paid in advance, on 

■ 

or before the day of Annual Meeting, shall constitute Membership; and 
that every Member not in arrear of his annual subscription be entitled 
to a copy of every publication issued by the Society. That no Member 
incur any pecuniary liability beyond his annual subscription. 

3. That the Accounts of Receipts and Expenditure be examined 
annually by two Auditors appointed at the Annual Meeting, on the 1st 
of May in each year. 

4. That Twelve Copies of his Work be allowed to the Editor of the 
same, in addition to the one he is entitled to as a Member. 

6. That no Rule shall be made or altered except at a General Meet- 
ing, after due notice of the proposed alteration has been given, as the 
Council shall direct. The Council shall have the power of calling 
Extraordinary Meetinga 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE MANX SOCIETY. 



For the First Year— 1858-59. 

|VoL. I. — An Account of the Isle of Man, with a Voyage to I- 
Columb-KilL By William Sacheverell, Esq., late Governor of Man. 
1703. With a Dissertation about the Mona of Caesar and Tacitus, 
and an account of the Ancient Druids, by Mr. Thomas Brown. Edited, 
with Introductory Notice and copious Notes, by the Rev. J. G. Gum- 
ming, M.A., F.G.S. 300 Copies printed. Pp. xvi. 204. A Pedigree. 
Vol. IL — A Practical Grammar of the Ancient Gaelic or Language 
of the Isle of Man, usually called Manx. By the Rev. John Kelly, 
LL.D. ' Edited, with an Introduction, Life of Dr. Kelly, and Notes, by 
the Rev. William Gill, Vicar of Malew. 322 Copies printed. Pp. 
xlviii. 92. 

For the Second Year — 1859-60. 

Vol. III. — ^Legislation by Three of the Thirteen Stanleys, Kings of 
Man, including the letter of the Seventh Earl of Derby, as published in 
Peck^s " Desiderata Curiosa." Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 
the Rev. William Mackenzie. 402 Copies printed. Pp. xix. 224. Plate. 

Vol. IV. — Monumenta de Insula Mannise, or a Collection of 
National Documents relating to the Isle of Man. Translated and 
edited, with Appendix, by J. R. Oliver, Esq., M.D. VoL L 315 
Copies printed. Pp. xv. 244. Plate. 

Vol. V. — ^Vestigia Insulae Mannise Antiquiora ; or a Dissertation on 
the Armorial Bearings of the Isle of Man, the Regalities and Preroga- 
tives of its Ancient Kings, and the Original Usages, Customs, Privi- 
leges, Laws, and Constitutional Government of the Manx People. By 
H. R. Oswald, Esq., FA.S., L.R.C.SJI 310 Copies printed. Pp. ix. 
218. Ten Plates. 



For the Third Year— 1860-61. 

Vol. VL — A Tour through the Island of Man in 1797 and 1798 ; 
comprising sketches of its ancient and modem History, Constitution, 
Laws, Commerce, Agriculture, Fishery, etc By John Feltham. 
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Edited, with Notes, by the Rev. Robert Airey. 305 Copies printed. 
Pp. xvL 272. Map. Four Plates. Three Woodcuts. 

Vol. VIL — ^Monumenta de Insula Manniae ; or a Collection of 
National Documents relating to the Isle of Man. Translated and 
Edited by J. R. Oliver, Esq., M.D. Vol. ii. 311 Copies printed. Pp. 
xxi. 250. Map. 

VoLu VIII. — ^Bibliotheca Monensis : a Bibliographical Account ^of 
Works relating to the Isle of Man. By William Harrison, Esq., 
M.H.K. 308 Copies printed. Pp. viii. 208. 



For the Fourth Year — 1861-62. 

Vol. IX. — Monumenta de Insula Mannise ; or a Collection of 
National Documents relating to the Isle of Man. Translated and 
Edited, with Appendix and Indices, by J. R. Oliver, Esq., M.D. 
Vol. iii. 300 Copies printed. Pp. 272. 

Vol. X. — A Short Treatise of the Isle of Man. By James Chal- 
oner, Governor of the Island from 1658 to 1660. Published originaUy 
in 1656 in King's ** Vale Royal of England, or the County Palatine of 
Chester." Edited, with an Introductory Notice and copious Notes, by 
the Rev. J. G. Gumming, M.A., F.G.S. 300 Copies printed. Pp. vii. 
138. Map. Four Plates. Five Pedigrees. 



For the Fifth Year— 1862-63. 

Vol. XL — A Description of the Isle of Man : with some useful 
and entertaining reflections on the Laws, Customs, and Manners of the 
Inhabitants. By George Waldron, Gent., late of Queen's CoUege, Oxon. 
1731. Edited, with an Introductory Notice and Notes, by WiUiani 
Harrison, Esq., M.H.K. 300 Copies printed. Pp. xxv. 1 55. Plate. 

Vol. XII. — An Abstract of the Laws, Customs, and Ordinances of 
the Isle of Man ; compiled by John Parr, Esq., formerly one of the 
Deemsters of the Island. Edited, with Notes, by James Gell, Esq., 
Attorney-General of the Isle of Man. Vol. i 310 Copies printed. 
Pp. XVL 241. 

For the Sixth Year— 1863-64. 

Vol. XIIL — Fockleyr Hanninagh, as Baarlagh, Liorish Juan y 
KeDy. Edited by the Rev. WiUiam Gill, Vicar of Malew. Part i. 

An English and Manx Dictionary, prepared from Dr. Kelly's Trig- 
lot Dictionary, with alterations and additions from the Dictionaries of 
Archibald Cregeen and John Ivan Mosley. By the Rev. Wm. Gill 
and the Rev. J. T. Clarke. Part ii 500 Copies printed. Pp. 432. 
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Foe the Seventh Year — 1864-65. 

Vol. XIV. — Memorials of " God's Acre," being Monumental Inscrip- 
tions in the Isle of Man, taken in the Summer of 1797. By John 
Feltham and Edward Wright. Edited, with an Introductory Notice, 
by WilUam Harrison, Esq. 300 Copies printed. Pp. xv. 132. Six 
Plates. 

Vol. XV. — ^Antiquitates Manniae ; or a Collection of Memoirs on 
the Antiquities of the Isle of Man. Edited by the Rev. J. G. Gum- 
ming, M. A., F.G.S. 300 Copies printed. Pp. viii. 140. Twenty-four 
plates. Eleven Woodcuts. 

For the Eighth Year — 1865-66. 

Vol. XVI. — Mona Miscellany. A Selection of Proverbs and Say- 
ings, Ballads, Customs, Superstitions, and Legends, peculiar to the Isle 
of Man. Collected and Edited by William Harrison. 261 Copies 
printed. Pp. xv. 241. Music to three Songs. 

Vol, XVIL — Currency of the Isle of Man, from its earliest appear- 
ance to its assimilation with the British Coinage in 1840 : with the 
Laws and other circumstances connected with its History. Edited by 
Charles Clay, M.D., Manchester ; with articles on Paper Currency, 
Treasure Trove, etc., by J. FrisseU Crellin, Esq., M.H.K. 250 Copies 
printed. Pp. xi. 215. Illustrated extensively with Photographs, 
Lithographs, and Woodcuts. 

For the Ninth Year— -1866-67. 

Vol. XVIIL— The Old Historians of the Isle of Man— Camden 
Speed, Dugdale, Cox, Wilson, WiUis, and Grose. Edited by William 
Harrison. 209 Copies printed. Pp. xiv. 199. Three Maps and thir- 
teen Plates. 

For the Tenth Year— 1867-68. 

Vol. XIX. — Records of the Tynwald and St. John's Chapels in the 
Isle of Man. By WiUiam Harrison. With an Appendix, containing 
an Account of the Duke of AthoU taking possession of the Isle of Man 
in 1736. Also, A Lay of Ancient Mona» * 263 Copies printed. Pp. 
xiv. 148. Fourteen Plates. 



For the Eleventh and Twelfth Years— 1868-69-70. 

(No Works issued for these Years or Subscriptions collected.) 
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For the Thirteenth Year — 1870-71. 

Vol. XX. — Manx MisceUanies. Vol. i. Containing — 1. Selec- 
tions from " Paradise Lost," a Poem by Jolm Milton, translated into 
the Manx LaDguage by the Rev. Thomas Christian, Vicar of Marown, 
in 1796. 2. The Emerald Vemicle of the Vatican. By C. W. King, 
M.A., with Notes by "Aspen." With a Portrait of Our Saviour. 

3. Ancient Portraitures of Our Lord. After the type of the Emerald 
Vemicle given by Bajazet IL to Pope Innocent VIII. By Albert Way. 

4. The Seal of Thomas, Bishop of the Isle of Man. By £. L. Bam- 
well, M.A. With an Engraving of the Seal. 6. Poetical Description 
of the Isle of Man in Manx. By Joseph Bridson, 1760. Rendered into 
English by Mr. John Quirk of Cam-ny-Greie, Patrick. 6. Diary of 
James, Vllth Earl of Derby, who was beheaded at Bolton-in-the-Moors, 
October 16th, 1661, aged 45 years. With Notes by Mr. Paul Bridson, 
Hon. Sec. 250 Copies printed. Two Plates. 

Vol. XXI. — ^Mona Miscellany. A Selection of Proverbs, Sayings, 
Ballads, Customs, Superstitions, and Legends, peculiar to the Isle of 
Man. Second Series. Collected and Edited by William Harrison, 
Esq., Author of " Bibliotheca Monensis." Pp. xvi 285. Two Plates. 
With Music to one Song. 208 Copies printed. 

For the Fourteenth Year — 1871-72. 

Vol. XXII. — Chronica Regum Manniee et Insulamm. The Chro- 
nicle of Man and the Sudreys, from the Manuscript Codex in the British 
Museum, with Historical Notes. By P. A. Munch, Professor of History 
in the Royal University of Christiania, Hon. F.R.A.S.S. Revised, 
annotated, and fumished with additional Documents, and English 
Translations of the Chronica and of the Latin Documents, by the 
Right Rev. Dr. Goss. Vol. I Pp. xxviii. 264. Two Plates. 155 
Copies printed. 

Vol. XXIII. — ^The Chronicle of Man and the Sundreys. Vol. ii. 
Containing Documents referred to. Pp. 265-436. 166 Copies printed. 

For the Fifteenth Year— 1872-73. 

Vol. XXIV. — Bibliotheca Monensis ; a Bibliographical Account of 
Works relating to the Isle of Man. New Edition. Revised, corrected, 
and enlarged. By William Harrison. 156 Copies printed. Pp. xii. 312. 

For the Sixteenth Year — 1873-74. 

Vol. XXV. — A History of the Isle of Man, written by William 
Blundell, Esq., of Crosby, County Lancaster. 1648-1656. Printed 
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from a Manuscript in the possession of the Manx Society. Edited by 
William Harrison, Esq. VoL i. 160 Copies printed. Pp. xxx. 154. 

For the Seventeenth Year — 1874-75. 

Vol. XXVL— Illiam Dhone and the Manx Kebellion, 1651. 
Records and Proceedings relating to the Case of William Christian of 
Ronaldsway, Receiver-General of the Isle of Man, who was shot for 
treason at Hango Hill, 2d January 1662>3. With Copies of the various 
Depositions preserved in the Rolls Office, Castletown, and other Docu- 
ments connected therewith. With an Introductory Notice relating to 
the time of the Rebellion, 1643-1663. By William Harrison, Esq., 
Author of "Bibliotheca Monensis," etc. 150 Copies printed. Pp. xl. 
120. 

Vol. XXVII.— a History of the Isle of Man. Written by WiUiam 
Blundell, Esq., of Crosby, County Lancaster. 1648-1656. Printed 
from a manuscript in the possession of the Manx Society. Edited by 
William Harrison, Esq. Vol. ii. 150 Copies printed. Pp. xiv. 192. 

For the Eighteenth Year — 1875-76. 

Vol. XXVIII. — Records of Saint Mark's Chapel in the Parish of 
Malew, Isle of Man, from its Foundation in 1771 to 1864. Com- 
piled from Original Documents, and papers of the Rev. John Thomas 
Clarke, Chaplain, By William Harrison. 1 50 Copies printed. Pp. 
xi 81. A Plan of Pews and the Glebe. 

For the Nineteenth Year — 1876-77. 

(No Works issued for this Year or Subscriptions collected.) 
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